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For the Continuous Exchange of Love and Peace

~ The " Mudan Incident" and The " Taiwan Contingency"~

Bl HR
MIYAKAWA Koji

Abstract

In 1871 (Meiji 4), a group of people from Miyakojima in the Ryukyu Islands were
shipwrecked and washed ashore in southern Taiwan, where they were brutally killed by the
indigenous Paiwan people.

This incident and the subsequent deployment of Japanese troops to Taiwan in response, are
collectively referred to as the "Mudan Incident."

This paper focuses specifically on the former event, examining the process by which the
victims' descendants and those of the perpetrators engaged in dialogue, exchanged apologies,
and offered mutual forgiveness, ultimately achieving a historical reconciliation rooted in
"love and peace."

Amidst recent concerns regarding a potential "Taiwan contingency" and ongoing Japan-U.S.
efforts to strengthen Self-Defense Force capabilities in the Ryukyu and Sakishima Islands,
I have examined the reconciliation initiatives surrounding this incident, aiming to foster
mutual love and peace for a future of coexistence.
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