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Poetics of Sound Symbolism in Mallarmé’s Soupir franslated

by Ueda Bin.

JILEER
KAWAKAMI Yoshikaze

Abstract

This paper studies the nature of sound symbolism in the poetry of Meiji-period poet Ueda Bin (1874
1916) — Tviki(To Sigh)(1905) in particular —in comparison to Soupir(1866) by French Symbolist Poet
Mallarmé (1842-1898). While 7biki was published as a translation of Soupir, scholars have
problematized the usage of Japanese expressions and archaic diction in Ueda’s rendition as signs of
domestication (n2zhonka) not being faithful to the French poem. However, I contend in this paper that
Ueda’s choice of diction throughout the piece was founded on sound symbolism, or in other words,
the creation of a piece that often retains the sounds of the French poem. Therefore, his choice of
apparently “Japanese” and “archaic’ diction is reinterpreted as a highly performative text where
sound and meaning of both languages resonate and create hitherto overlooked poetic effects. This
paper invites a reading of Ueda Bin’s piece beyond binaries between original and translation, the
native and foreign, shedding light to its performative and multimodal nature.

Keywords: Symbolism, Mallarmé, Ueda Bin, Japanese Modern Poetry, Translation Studies.
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Soupir

Mon ame vers ton front ou réve, 6 calme soeur,

Un automne jonché de taches de rousseur,

1 MORI 1966: 396
2 SATO 2005:47
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Et vers le ciel errant de ton oeil angélique
Monte, comme dans un jardin mélancolique,
Fidéle, un blanc jet d’eau soupire vers 'Azur !
—Vers I'Azur attendri d'Octobre pale et pur

Qui mire aux grands bassins sa langueur infinie
Et laisse, sur I'eau morte ot la fauve agonie

Des feuilles erre au vent et creuse un froid sillon,

Se trainer le soleil jaune d’'un long rayon.

(et [ ] JReeEl] (197949 Pl
Sigh

My soul, calm sister, towards thy brow, whereon scarce grieves
An autumn strewn already with its russet leaves,

And towards the wandering sky of thine angelic eye,

Mounts, as in melancholy gardens may arise

Some faithful fountain sighing whitely towards the blue!
“Towards the blue pale and pure that sad October knew,
When, in those depths, it mirrored languors infinite,

And agonising leaves upon the waters white,

Windily drifting, traced a furrow cold and dun,

Where, in one long last ray, lingered the yellow sun.

(Arthur Symons #R. The Symbolist Movement in Literature i)
TeUNE

I OB BDIFHo~E BE FZO0vikk,
ZoERAOIE 6D ELEMO S Bk

Fnn BolED KEDEL S FRHHLZ4E~E
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3 SATO 2005:64
4 OZAWA 1988
5 SATO 2005:66
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6 MATSUMOTO 2004: 259
7 MIZUSHIMA1979:233

8 SAT02005:67
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Mon ame vers ton front ou réve, 6 calme soeur.
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(R LTV,
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Un automne jonché de taches de rousseur,
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Et vers le ciel errant de ton oeil angélique
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Kimi ga manako ni

Oeil angélique
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Monte, comme dans un jardin mélancolique
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Fidele, un blanc jet d'eau soupire vers 'Azur !

WOBEDLRHD ERSEHITNRAL  HH BLTPL, BE~E )
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10 MIZUSHIMA 1979:233
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Qui mire aux grands bassins sa langueur infinie

(RVRKIZ Bl DR TLAY MELE, )

[BFE) orifusi I3 grand bassin Dr,s FHEDXRG, HDU N orifusi & sa langueur infinie & D3t
EERNE X HIVD,  [HRE ~0DF KT Symons DFFERT When (Z0IKf) EFREFVTUND T & D3

L5 EHBIL5, (When, in those depths, it mirrored languorsinfinite,) [&37472% | kifaminaki
ILinfinie &5, BE & HIZEXE S, A & mireaux ORHEHIRDHILD, #E L langueur
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Et laisse, sur I'eau morte ou la fauve agonie

(TTICL T, IBOKARR I BT FEEEDY)

Des feuilles erre au vent et creuse un froid sillon,
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Se trainer le soleil jaune d'un long rayon.
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0375 % 073 7S VAR B Feal,
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T R S N K oZREEN B

TAICA Tonoeill V&&A Ciel errant Oeil angelique
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klF & 15 294 sorairo: le ciel errant
(7) B o> Hfd:
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OSFEIZE Y, ] ([ZBWC BN 7 7 0 AFEOEZ YD X ) I AAGEOSEERICES iz . H
HVNIHE ST EBIERT 5 Z LN TE 5 LB IS,

R4 DEAFEEDRTE—Z DIREDOER—

HIFLS

JFERE OIMERNRAE 2 2 FOEHIER LIV DI, oM TEOHRNCHOWTTHh S, TEH X &

Fidele (2T OHIBRHRAFERE LT-2%, ZAUTIFROEH TH D awajiroki T1de<, NE % fa,
U % di LFEELIEBITHIDT afadiroki & Fidéle & OIERHRABIE M TREL 70D, Fio. [
D HoMTETHHH, fasirinu H DV N pasirinu & E5D L7ZHE, soupire & ORI NBIEIATHE

2D THD, MTEZ fa HDWNTpa LR Z LiE, Ll SlicnT ToTEEZEH O S L

P HEHE R L ORI Cn , ABE: W] ARV C TRAT SO ESIOfED (5 1)

THOEPDENAEVESN TS, | BEFELTWDD, FHOAR S PIRADFEIAERONTE
EAHIETHAD,

ZOREZEFEROTEE Tl < | IR OBESMEE kN, RO S OERAYANRO FIREM: & L CHefH
LWy, 2 iz, & 3Aed ) (30 EoMER Kiwaminaki O&72 5, (G ORFERIAR)

11 MIZUSHIMA 1979:239
12 KANDA 2009
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% kifaminaki, &2V kihaminaki Zf& % 2 & C, JiEH0 infinie & OIMRBHREAAER % =
EWTEHDOTHD,
DT T, AMTEEZRAE FE TR L W] On—~ 53508587 5,

Sizukanaru waga imoto, kimi mireba omofi suzurogu.
Kuchifa iro ni osoaki no yume fukaki kimi ga fitafi ni,
Tennin no fitomi nasu sora iro no kimi ga manako ni,
Akogaruru waga mune fa, koke furishi fanazono no oku,

Afadiroki fukiage no mizu no goto, sora fe fasirinu.

Sono sora fa sigure duki, kiyora naru iro ni kumorite,
Worifusi no kiwaminaki utsuiu fa ike ni utsurofi,
Rakuyau no usuki naru wazurafi wo kaze no chiraseva,
Izayofi no ikemizu ni,ito fiyaki aya fa midarete,
Naganagasi kuchinasi no fikari sasu irifi tayutafu.

TATHO afadiroki (T2 K512, EEEOERTHD wa &, B R fa OFE & ANEEIAERE L
THNTL D, ZHIUTFRED [HIXLAHE ] ITOWTBERRD Z a5,

BEREOHE R EORE ISR DO WREtE—

A ABOSPECRAT- L D1, ] 2B\ QSRS 50 SRR D5 & BRI 2 3 2 Af

AEMEZFER L=, BIz0E, (Y 3 D) sillon, BFKC S22 = 7) autumnjonché 72 EAZETF Hivd, L
) B P )

L. INHOEERIIERTN ) . TR OIEVEAMT SN, 207, BEFOEt

HOBEE, FPROFEF O3za< | B, EOES L THO ) &9 RO T, 10T
IS OIS B SD T, ZOHRETI CRICYER LIV DI, SO0 ey
O)j% & ;’E'H% I_/O/)\ ﬁ%ﬁ§ﬂf£0"cb \é%mﬁﬁ'fﬁﬁ@&)éo
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Et laisse, sur I'eau morte ou la fauve agonie
(T LT, JELKEARHIC TGO FEHED)
(THEE)

bHIL D

AGRDES 8 FFIAVERROE 8 S L il S DIy, RERANTIHTOPMbIZ v Iczhzhn T8 )

Z L leaumorte (ELe/KIf) MEDNTND, FHIL, ZHUTEEEOEHAHD [ 7F ] HiTeau
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REAERA & U CEAIARRA ATREIC L QD LB X BiIVD, BEEDEE Thd [ 0E ] ILGED leau
morte ZHE< DTH D, fMOFAGIL LT, F35HasT 2,
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Et vers le ciel errant de ton oeil angélique
(Ens BOBED REOX S FEHHZ4ENL)
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Et vers le ciel errant de ton oeil angélique
(Fhwh BOBED REOL 7 FEHHLZE~L)
Qi =y

THRERORLIEE DT, FGFCIT Mg & TE2RZ) & T THI ZEWT 555 2BV T
%y —H7. JFEEClE oell —FEDHTIH D, ZIUTONTIL, B LOXHEBHETH S oeil angelique (K
fED L 578 1% TRADM (RSN TWD K, B EOIBEHRT TERERZIZ) 2T
ZHITND ZEEFRH LIV, JFREFD ng,q B2 EDMEEBHRICH 5D ThH D,

JFEED ng,q B2 EMHIRESRIZH DD TH D,

kimi ga manako ni

HIRIT, EETIIZR SRREO I CIRG FORIL L Bl R e RILL CODREETAHERT D,

F15Fhn

13 SATO 2005:65
14 MIZUSHIMA 1979:233
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Mon ame vers ton front ot réve, 6 calme soeur:

(F<DBUE BOIEFH>~E BB Z200kk, )

V&
ZOFF)CIE, Mon Ame vers ton front (EOBRIFEOEE~AY 11073 1k | wagaimoto & HABRHRIZ

b5 LT 5, DB Moname @) &5k imoto 2SEHEIIZ/ER L. 181 53(Eame) AN ErD% 5
(imoto) & FHR L/ % = & T, B30 k] ~T T EA- L, BOEBRE T < B FELSn T
WH Nz k9,

JEE & DIERARORTE—Z DHIR DB —
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[FIREEE 2 A8E L Q2D THS 97y, ZORFEICOWTEZ S ETEEITR 500, FHBON 0 TH
HEY) Tho, THEFCH TN\ EHARTO RHESCY) 85— IR I
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SNDHDE, EHBDIFEFFEFECERIFI L TRRL TWAD 2 & Th D,

Amour, Amour, on t'a bien dit
Un contact couteux d’épidermes
&L I HDONIHD L b~ |
e Z MR E ATV L S
( PEA Emiets =8 Pl TEESCE) 276 H)

Surnaturelle, calme et puissante Beauté
Fontaine de santé, miroir d’étrangeté
A EA A CTET N DT
FTIRDDER, HOLSDETRY
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O bonté de la vie ! O santé du soleil !
IRPEADHOEE L XL, A O S
Gy

ZOEHT, TTUREERLE R U TEET S 2 A ME LR L oW Sl [V
WS \ZIERRORCED 2N & X TH D, D7 &b, RREAINIERRE TSI L THEEET S LW
I IFFETHOUNT, B IR BT CUVRN S E A, ZOFRRDSTHOTEN DHER SN DD TH D,

fee— [vhs) ZRTIE —

AFECIE, THEeRE] e WEE] (2o T, ZOERMEL e OINBRIRA RN T ANz
Teo YTNRAIRET T AGHEIRGHFNDFHERDY R A BRI 5 Z LIC L > TERM A B L &
9 & DGR O AR OZ LI TIE G L DI D, 5 EHRE S, (A%
B el OB ERERL, TR S ) ~OBE» -T2 EAVRBRESND, [HRIFE) SV )58
AIDFFRIZONWTIL, /INRA9IONTFELY Y,

EREOTERT TR &, JTREIAMERL, UL o2 otabdEs, +
S0 BTSN WHZ ENRE, | BT FUURCESND ) HEE~0Es)  (FH)
e, TR & TR OZIRRIOBLE DN STz, Lo, ARCOSrE@mU T, [
o) iR TAWE) AR SNDRERBUCTOWT, JFRFOMRRE OSBRSS RLOID = & 26
L. B TRE) TR TE RWEIRIRD DS Z L aiw Ule, Feiid EHEGROD W]
ERFLC,

FRERIINT B T ORBREA~DIEL, BARDSCFAYRHRIZ T D08, 7 L CHPESGEED
BRI ITIROBEEROPTEFRNAEY T b-00, ZO—mOBEREDZE L TR
V&HE| 12 57-DTh b, 17

15 OZAWA 1990 :23
16 MIZUSHIMA 1979 :239
17 SATO 2005:47
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EIRARTND, [HEEE] (oW TH THRPESEEORIFN 28O LIS EEZ LD, 7272, a0
SO REE RG] & RDDNTHOWTIE, AR THHT Lz TRA) & Ton oeil, &]& Teau
monte 72 EORBNTT»2 L O, 18RO TAARML PHESC  TRRERIZREIN 72 L OB TIEE D=
PEFMESIL T LE YT ® D,

GO EEMOIEIL, FEEOEFOHR T, L EFDAE MG BEEOIER
BAAOEE TR L SCFSACODREE L U~ OIS ERE S D, Zhh TEOR] L
W) NREFFRN TN E TONZETIIBA DD Z EAVD7noTe 2 LIk, HEEeHEED b 7= S35
FIG, WONZZDHIA~DBIL, £ LT HAGEOSCFIADOMEITERT 2 L B2 b, FfEhTn
— AL DT, AL ORI, BEFE ORI E S £ SER kAL RTERE 28 U T,
B b, B b, 2 U QB DRSO ) OEEORREAZRD T D, W] O b7 59361
RBR, FEUARBR T HEGEECREEOMBIZ TAAML) & ROAREFEFRAVS I iR A L, TV
&R TEGR & TERER o TR & TAE) O I E TN E S Ea=dinEss
ERFOMERE LTRSS LD DTH 2,
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