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Hamlet in Iceland: On the Religious Faith in Amioda Saga
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Abstract: Gesta Danorum (c.1208-c.1219) written by the Danish historian Saxo Grammaticus
(c.1150-c.1220) contains the narrative of the life of Amlethus that comes down to
Shakespeare’s Hamlet. This paper focuses on the Icelandic prose work Amloda saga
transmitted in manuscripts from the latter half of the 17th century onward that treats the
same material as Saxo’s work, showing how the conflict between Christendom and Islam
depicted in Amlooa saga leads to reconciliation in the process of the protagonist’s revenge

against his father’s enemies.
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