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A NEW YEAR SONG OF THE DRAGON
—Written for the New Year's Day of the Year of the Dragon, 2024—
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The year 2023 was the Year of the Rabbit.

On the morning of the New Year’s Day

Of the Year of the Rabbit,

He briskly ran up to the hilltop,

Fully exerting all the power of his strong hind legs,

He reverentially greeted the bright New Year’s Day sun
And began to dance his beautiful dance,

Asking all the living things on Earth to dance with him!
We all happily danced with the Rabbit,

Imitating his skillful, rhythmic step.

And now, the Year 2024, the Year of the Dragon, has come around.
I crawl up to the summit of Mt. Fuji

With all the power of my supple body,

Pour tasty Japanese sake into a cup,

Drink it to my heart’s content,

Gently, ever gently, drinking it,

Fully, ever fully, enjoying it

With all my heart.

And now, I sincerely pray with all my heart and soul
That human beings may stop their killing each other
In Ukraine and Palestine

And other parts of this beautiful Earth!

I pray with all my heart and soul

That all the human beings may come to comprehend

The cruelty, the wickedness, the foolishness of killing each other

On this beautiful Earth!

The precious lives of those new-born babies must be kept safe and secure
On the Earth which they have just been born into.

This is my most sincere New Year’s Day prayer.
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