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On the New Noh Play Blyth- Sensei
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MIKAMI Tadashi

Abstract: The New Noh Play Blyth-Sensei: Men Who Would Not Fight Henry Thoreau and R.H.
Blyth (revised) was presented again at the National Noh Theatre on November 18, 2020. It is
indispensable for a New Noh Play to have a message which appeals to people of today. The New Noh
Play Blyth-Sensei: Men Who Would Not Fight, Henry Thoreau and R.H. Blyth has a message which
aspires to the peace of the world. Professor Blyth appears as Shite in this Noh play. He walks on
hashigakari (a bridge-like walkway of a Noh stage) as if it was an occurrence in a Zen Meditation. He
moves like kakeri dance instead of an ordinary mar. The movements suggest the bitter struggles to

establish the peace of the world. The stage setting of a tomb was skillfully devised.
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