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Abstract: New Noh play, Blyth-Sensei, was successfully performed on Nov. 18t 2020 at the
National Noh Theater in Tokyo despite the current difficult situation. This play was recreated by
Professor MUNAKATA from his favorably premiered Men Who Would Not Fight: Henry Thoreau and
R.H. Blyth(2019), adding this time several Basho’s haiku to the original text.

Having introduced Haiku to the world is the biggest achievement of Professor Blyth. At the age
of 18, Blyth was imprisoned in London as a conscientious objector. There, he was enlightened that one
lives upon other’s sacrifices, and he became a vegetarian. Later, he moved to Japan, where he was
introduced to Zen and Haiku.

The frog in Basho’s famous Haiku: “The old pond, / A frog jumps in, /The sound of the water.”
represents Basho himself. The old pond was the conservative unchanging world of haiku. That is why
Basho decided to take on a journey of Oku-no-hosomichi. This interpretation is by Haiku master
NAMEKATA Katsumi, and Noh Master TSUMURA Reijiro resonated with this interpretation and
endeavored to depict this on the Noh stage through his exquisite performance.
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