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The World of the New Noh Play: Blyth-Sensei
— An Experimental Attempt of the Cultural Fusion
of Zen and Basho's Haiku —

ERE
TAIRA Tatsuhiko

Abstract: On 18 November 2020 I saw a “new Noh Play: Blyth-Sensel’ written by Munakata
Kuniyoshi. This Noh play is a tribute to R.H. Blyth, a British humanist and the author of books on Zen
Buddhism and haiku. Blyth’s ghost is the main protagonist, the “shite” of the Noh play. The ghost of
Blyth appears in his grave. Then the ghost compares Henry Thoreau to Japan’s greatest poet, Matsuo
Basho, and dances, singing. For this revised version, several Basho’s haiku are combined with a
Komuso shakuhachi performance by Master Nakamura Akikazu. Munakata-sensei combined Zen
Buddhism and Basho’s haiku poems in this new Noh play. I would like Munakata-sensei to insert
Blyth’s death haiku or jisei-no-ku: “Sazanka” (“Camellia”) also into a new Noh play: Blyth-Sensei. The
thoughts of Japanese Zen Buddhism and Basho’s spirit appear in this new Noh play. Blyth-Senseiis

a valuable contribution to the harmony and combination of cultures between Blyth and Basho.
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A wild sea,

The Milky Way stretching across
To the isle of Sado.

LR OSA LK DF
The old pond,
A frog jumps in —
Plop

7T A ZIHr T E BASUY] (Zen Buddhism and Its Influence on Japanese Culture)
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Afrog jumpsin —
The sound of the water.
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A wild sea!
And stretching across to the Island of Sado
The Galaxy. (Vol.1)

A wild sea!
And Galaxy stretching out
Over the Island of Sado. (Vol.3)
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Il on a journey;
My dreams wander

Over a withered moor.
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