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From Men Who Would Not Fight—H. Thoreau and R.H. Blyth—
to Blyth-Sensei—R.H. Blyth and H. Thoreau—

AR ¥EIE
OKAMOTO Yasumasa

Abstract: The revised version of MUNAKATA Kuniyoshi’'s new Noh play Men Who
Would Not Fight: Henry Thoreau and R. H. Blyth, was performed by TSUMURA Reijiro as
shite at the National Noh Theatre in Tokyo on the 18th of November 2020. The title was
also revised as Blyth-Senser—Men Who Would Not Fight: R. H. Blyth and Henry Thoreau
—. The original main and sub-titles are exchanged, with the posthumous Buddhist name
given to Blyth by SUZUKI Daisetsu as the new main title, and the name of Blyth is placed
first in the subtitle.

The most obvious changes are (1) that MATSUO Basho’s four well-known haiku poems
are newly woven into the text, and (2) that a Myoan school shakuhachi player
(NAKAMURA Akikazu) is added to the musicians.

The revised version begins with chorus singing “Konomichiva yukuhitonashini
akinokure” and in the latter half Blyth’s spirit (TSUMURA Reijiro) appears, as if invoked
by the shakuhachi playing, singing “Araumiya Sadoniyokotou amanogawa.” The spirit’s
dance, while singing with the Chorus “7sukihiwa hakutaino kakakunishite
yukikootoshimo tabibitonari” and in solo “7abiniyande yumewa karenoo kakemeguru,” has
become far graver and longer than in the original version, accompanied by shakuhachi, the
player of which plays, standing and moving to and on the hashigakariwalkway. The spirit
sings another Basho poem before he disappears, “ Furuikeya kawazu tobikomu mizunooto,”
also accompanied by shakuhachi.

In the original version the assertion of antiwar and nonviolence seemed to be a little too
straightforward. The revised version, in which Blyth, Basho, and Zen (Daisetsu) are
foregrounded, has become more compact and more polished textually, musically and

thematically.
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