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Collected Comments on Noh: Men Who Would Not Fight—
Henry Thoreau and R.H. Blyth—Premiere
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I'd so glad you're pleased with the issue. It's a remarkable play, a real event in the
Concord Saunterer's publication. I wish I could be with you for the premiere in Japan, but
I'm afraid it won't be possible. If my travels take me to Japan in the future, I will be certain
to look you up. It's been a pleasure working with you. Yours, John

I'm delighted to hear the performance was such a success - I can only imagine from
reading the play what it was like to hear and see it spoken and sung. It must have been
moving indeed. The translation in the Saunterer will be available on the JSTOR database
next year. Congratulations! dJohn J. Kucich, Ph. D. Editor, The Concord Saunterer
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Dear Mr. Munakata,

Again, thank you very much for this great performance.

It was inspiring to experience the blend of century-old tradition and a modern story —
even mentioning bicycles and trains — in your play. I wish you and your society every success

in further fostering the exchange between western and Japanese culture.
Kind regards, Daniel Ockenfeld (German Embassy F-A > AfF4E)

We wish you a very good Luck for tomorrow. Friendly.
Anne-Marie et Jean Claude Saint Marc in France

Dear Munakata sensei,

Thank you so much for the invitation to the play. It was the first live experience of
Noh theatre for my husband and our daughters, and we enjoyed it very much. The
performance was deeply involving, with the exquisite movements of the actors and music
that switched between being spellbinding and to involving rhythmical beats. The modern
setting of the first play was also unique and interesting, and connected the modern world
with the ancient Japanese history. We will look for more opportunities to see Noh plays in
the future. Best regards, Hiromi Johansson (Swedish Embassy 2 = —5 » Xf#4E)
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