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Buson’s Three Masterpieces and His Own Sense of Hometown

AR F
KISANUKI Hiroshi

Absiract: The following are the Buson’s three most well-known Haiku;

1. haru no mizu yamanaki kuni wo nagarekeri (age 54, 1769)
2. nanohana ya tsuki wa higashini hi wa nishi ni (age 59, 1774)
3. samidare ya taiga wo mae ni ie niken (age 62, 1777)

The three haikus mentioned above were written over 30 years after Buson left his
hometown of Kema Village near Yodo River. Masaoka Shiki referenced the 1st haiku when
he advocated the importance of portraying nature. The 3rd Haiku was written when Buson
composed the poem, "Shunpu Batei Kyoku." The 2nd and 3rd Haikus are culturally
significant works, frequently appearing in school textbooks. This paper provides historical
context of Buson's life and what he was feeling when he wrote them. They share a similar
spirit with "Shunpu Batei Kyoku" and are viewed as a turning point in his career. In
writing the Haikus he developed a sense of confidence in his own talent, which became the
driving force behind his creation. He also received inspiration from his hometown, aiding
him in his literary process. Since his death 234 years ago, Buson's hometown has seen
great changes, but aspects of Buson's origins remain. This paper discusses the stories

behind his writings and how the haikus above captured his sense of home.

Key words : the Buson’s three most well-known Haiku, hometown ,Yodo River, Kema
Village, "Shunpu Batei Kyoku", nationally famous Haiku, behind (of the Haiku)
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