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Abstract: The Professor Munakata’s work of Noh Hamlet in English undoubtedly
changed the common notion of Hamlet being the revenge tragedy. It is an
absolutely beautiful piece of work indicating forgiveness and the pleasure of
leaving “this temporary world.” One of the remarkable aspects in Noh Hamlet is
that the line of Gertrude, “All that lives must die,” is used at the final scene when
she dies, which sounds that it is her final message to Hamlet, though the original
line 1s as if it is used as the excuse for her second marriage. Another important
scene is Hamlet sitting (zazen) in front of the grave of Ophelia, telling “To be or not
to: is not the question,” which shows Hamlet’s crucial decision of life or death and his

love for Ophelia.
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