RF USRS KHFFEART > A U A HIRSCENTE G

KHARKRE> M ) ABARXERREFRO
The Beginning of My Study of English Nature Writing
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KADOI Akio

Abstract: I had been engaged in editorial work of encyclopedias for more than ten
years at a publishing house in Jimbocho, Tokyo. I was in charge of the section of
natural science including natural history. It was through this editorial work that I had
come to be interested in English nature writing, especially Gilbert White’s The
Natural History of Selborne (1789).

White was an eager questioner, a devoted chronicler, an accurate reporter, a tolerant
and humorous commentator. 7The Natural History displays his affectionate and
detailed observations of wildlife and nature, and his love of the picturesque in
landscape.

The late Dr. Yasugi Ryuichi, a biologist and leading scholar in the history of science,
and one of the writers for our encyclopedias, encouraged me to study English nature
writing.

White loved James Thomson of The Seasons (1726-30) very much, calling Thomson
“the poet of nature,” in The Natural History. That attracted my interest in the poet,

and consequently I have ever written two essays on the poet.
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