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A study on ‘Ukai’: Zeami, Basho and Seishi

nH BF
MATSUI Takako

Abstract: YAMAGUCHI Seishi (1901-1994) composed approximately 60 haikus on
ukai, or cormorant fishing through his life. He watched fishing with cormorants at
Nagara river in Gifu prefecture in 1956. That was an extraordinarily special
experience because he took a boat for cormorant fishing which was forbidden being on
board except for cormorant fishermen. He was excited about the fire of the fishing
boats and deeply moved by the darkness and silence after the fishing. His ukar haiku
followed Zeami’s Noh play ‘ukai’’ and Basho’s famous haiku on wukar. Seishi

successfully modernized their premodern ukar works.
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