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Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Thank you very much for coming to “Noh Romeo and Juliet.” My name is Kuniyoshi
Munakata Ueda, President of International Society for Harmonization of Cultures and
Civilizations.
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Tonight we are so honoured to have distinguished guests: the Ambassadors or
representatives of eight countries of the world.

AL 8 PEDIMED KL E TIINIRE DO LA BHZ N L TEY 3, EUL, ¥VU vy,
ABVT, AV, ZALAL AFY R TAY A, HEO8NEDS 2 TT, KA I
N TCVWZEE £9, Let me first introduce them to you.

The Ambassador and Mrs. Viorel Isticioaia-Budura, of the European Union, and their
daughter Anamaria,

The Ambassador Loukas Karatsoris and Ms. Aikaterini Mathioudaki of Greece,

The Ambassador and Mrs. Domerico Giorgi of Italy,

The Counsellor and Consul-General of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in
Japan, Mr Wang Jun,

The Ambassador and Mrs. Francisco XAVIER ESTEVES of Portugal,

The Vice-Ambassador and Mrs. Peter Nelson of Switzerland,

The Director of the British Council Japan, Mr. Matt Burney, and Mr. Liang Chuanbao (and
Mr. Nanao Akimoto) of the British Council, United Kingdom,

and Ms. Michelle J. Morales and Mr. David Rodriguez, Representing the United States of
America.

Flo. AZVTIET = —FNORHIOBEEI NG LTET, And tonight, we have a

very special guest, an Italian, from Verona, Mr. Nicolas Zampiero. (Applause).

Thank you very much, all of you, for your kind attendance at this special event.

By “special”, I mean three things. £ & A Z OFFRIOAHIZ ZHE L 7230 WlcAH#> o8
WET, FElE WO DI, =DIFERBHY £7°,
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FTE I, KIFET T oA =7 AT L 400 - W HET, TNETLELTOAMHE WD
Z & THY FEF, The first reason is: next year is the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s
death. & H & =FHIFOCMAM 2 Z & T9 2, The second and third reasons are
rather personal reasons. I was awarded the Decoration from the Emperor this last spring.
And Master Shiro NOMURA called me and suggested to premiere “Noh Romeo and Juliet”
whose script I had sent him before. 2F Y Z OFRDOFE CRANEE FLEZELA WNZ/ZEF L
Teo £ LELLEDL, BAIURSSEAENDIEFT, KIEARZLSTHEHoTWD [HEr I A4
Eval)lzy hN] Z200ELroE, ZLTCITHGD VT EZHOND E, L) Z & THRAEIR
KA 80 RIS BNETOT, RO TREHL ) LIED TEFHN) L0 ) 2T, RE-
72K TY, So, the third reason is‘ next year, Master NOMURA will be “80 years old or
young”, the celebrated age in Japan as “Sanju” or “Kasaju” whose Chinese characters
resemble “hachi-juu”, eighty.

I deeply thank Master Shiro NOMURA, President of Japan Noh Society, who kindly
accepted, in his extremely busy schedule, to take the role of shite or principal of my new
Noh play, “Romeo and Juliet” : Rome aged 17 or 18, as you know. H ARAERESRE OB
BRIEAED, BIZICO 7 EROESE [fErnIt b2y M OVT7 28> TLEE5
LWV Z LT BRTURRSEARICER T U BIPE T, JE R T9 RIS Ae DAL SRR, 17 - 18
WO IF LTS TLIEIHENIZETHY £,

Shakespeare himself got married at the age of 18. Mrs. Shakespeare was eight years
older than Shakespeare. ¥ = H& (X 18 CREMF L &£ L7z, FHFEOLMEIX 8 F LETL,

TOHFHZITIT, BEE AN b 74— RELTry RATHTHHEIZ R Y . 206 E
BICIE B 2 72 THODTITEN T, ebELRERANKDBEWERIC/RY . 4+ 5 Ffk, 1600 4
EHD 5+ 6 FOHWIZIZ, TIURIER] Ly b Akn— =7~ UTE] 2FHND
7=Ev 9 Z & T9, We know that several years after, he left his family at Stratford on Avon
and went up to London and became an actor. Then he wrote comedies and histories
successively, becoming a very popular playwright and then wrote in 1600 to 1605 or 6 the
four great tragedies, Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth and King Lear.

Sh. wrote Romeo and Juliet when he was about 30, towards the end of 16th century. 3 =
A7 A2ETN [RIAEVa)xy b 2EBN0I 30 AT, 16 kb i T,
HALA XU A LI ¥ A TLZ, At that time, both in England and Japan,
there were so many battles and wars; in Japan, just before the Edo Period.

There have been, many, many discussions about the character or personality of Sh. =
AT AETREIN) ANTHSTENTONTIE, WAWAERNRHD ET08, 20 [mI4e
Valxzy M ICHETL2NED EAAOR IAIE, BHEOMERA T D, £ 50V BEHFITHD
NWTWET, [R5 C, Bl bR A MR AT, #lZ#BXH 5] However, concerning this play,
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Romeo and Juliet, Sh. wrote the hero Romeo as a young man who dislikes fighting and
mediates, crying, “Gentle Mercutio, put thy rapier up,” or, “Gentlemen, for shame, forbear
this outrage.” (IIL. 1) L2> LAEDOBED FOHEAD~—F 2 — ARSI TLEN, T T
o IADPHFEZRIL T, ESMERIC 2R 2 DI T

Sh. also wrote Romeo as a young man who often thinks of his own fate or destiny. =
A7 AETIXEZZOv I 4% UL UIZA O & DMEMICONTE X D687 & LTEIN
TWET,

L ZATHEIT 14 - 5 HEAIC, BOEELZIT THOLLE LT D, MEHREES LD
Z & T, Noh was founded in 14 and 15th centuries, influenced by Zen, or Zen ideas, so
simplicity is most respected. Also, hidden beauty is respected; in Japanese it is called
“yugen”.

TG TR RIZBENZRWEL S TR, RO TFHudft] <7, e ink
FICL S RBAN, [viALvalxy M OPIZLHTIHATT L, AHOYa )y |
DOEAIOZ LiE, FRVOILAIN 24T, You might be surprised to find the same or similar
idea in “Romeo and Juliet.”: the first song by Juliet, you will find later. This is in fact a
teaching to her by her mother, Lady Capulet. It says “ It is much pride for fair without / The
fair within to hide.” THICRZDELIETOLIZE, ELEADBEY R LW HDTT,

ValxTy MI 13T, Julietis, as you know, 13. FElx, ZOBRDOF A FLi [
IFEVaVxy ] TTR, ZORO—FRREIZY = 7 AT E, TZOXEBITY2 ) =y

N Efleom IAOYRE) LENTNDZETT, ZHFIEIEXTZDLWVINTL L Iy,

The title of this play is “Romeo and Juliet”, but at the very end of the play, Shakespeare
writes that this was the tragedy of “ Juliet and her Romeo”. What do you think of this?

Sh. dealt with so many Kings and Queens, politicians and statesmen, as well as all
sorts of citizens. Through his works, I presume, he was much concerned with politics or how
to maintain peace. fZIZZ DEIOHF TRILOERLFLL, BIRFEZ EAXITEY EiFTnET,
HOPLIED N2 ZIY FIFE L7, HFNIBIEF T LTz, HORKOALEIL, BUA7E
272 L2 51T E T, Shakespeare was, especially while young, a great idealist and
Romanticist, and also he was a great realist.> =1 7 A7 1L, KRN Z AT KL FHESE
TrYUFART, LNLELRERBEZ Cbh o2 BEXONET,

W3 d LBURRIZI > TV e b, EARBURRIZIR T2 A I MEBZRZ DT ERH Y £7,
I sometimes wonder about what would have become of him, had he been in the line of

politics.

e LT, (7oA R ITRFESND) BEFEOT =7 AETENIZ, L) EwnwH &
ZT—<Il LTWA L ICEbNET, 2, #8 [~aLvy ] ofcdTtia, LER Y]

.37.



R [ - mIALvaVxzy b g

WS Y 7R TWET, In his last plays, Shakespeare’s themes seem to have been
“forgiveness.” Even in the tragedy Hamlet, Laertes says to Hamlet, “Exchange forgiveness”
just before his death.

ZLTHATREE, WHORFE eI ALYy b oF T, BEIC THL) &
WHEEL, Uxn—F RAICEDLETCWADTY, Even in Romeo and Juliet, written
while young, Shakespeare let the Prince of Verona say “pardon” at the very end of the play.

So, I presume the key word of Shakespeare’s tragedies is “Forgiveness.”
TaA 7 AT EIOF—T— RE L] TIERWNE WS ORFAOE 2 TT,

JElT, BRIZY = A 7 AET D 200 FIF LRI, 14 - 5 AT, BIFTIR - TR L o THEDRE
BRI ENTZEEVE L7z, Noh theatre in the present style was founded by Kan’ami
and Ze'ami, father and son, in 14-15th centuries about two hundred years before
Shakespeare, as I said before. And that simplicity is most respected. f#z% &V 5 Z & NEE
B L, DEVREABHEE T 2100, 572 ELLTHRENRH Y £9,  Inorder to
appreciate Noh plays, you are expected to be imaginative. It is very much like opera, or
poetic opera. Bl D LV ITFHIART T EEN OGNV E HE LD FEH A, Without
understanding words, you may not fully enjoy the performance. HAGZE & HiE L H 7 DT ¥
AN ZHELELEOT, BIFRix ZEICR> TITEWELIESV, 4 HOBOATEILHAGE
T9, We have prepared the scripts both in English and Japanese. So, please check the
words at hand from time to time during the performance. Today’s Noh performance is in
Japanese.

BBIZ, BEOBME-CHIFRIIRZE Y XX v 7 TLHE WO T, HENEGZIEEFH LY
RS2 EBNETN, ZOE XTI EIZED X o EBIRALLTEIN——OE Z 03707200
T, BRSO HFED L ELWIERPSHORNE SN TVD Z LIEEIE NS TL X 9,
Noh orchestra music is very rhythmic and comfortable, and if you like it, you might be
tempted to sleep. If so, then please take a nap,---- without snoring. And please wake up,
and you will find a beautiful world presented on the stage.

Lastly, please relax and enjoy the performance.
FNTIE, E5FV T v 7 AL TEHELATF XV, Thank you.
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