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Atami and Romeo and Juliet

In early November of this year (2015) during our last trip to Japan, my wife Iku san
and I had the opportunity to call on Ueda Sensei’s home in Atami. We stayed with him
during three days. From his place up-hill we enjoy a 180° outstanding view of the Pacific
Ocean. In the distance on a clear weather one can see Oshima Island. Closer to the coast in
Atami waters lies the isle of Hatsushima. And at our feet the city of Atami. The impression
we get at a glance is somewhat similar to that we have from the heights of Monaco, with
not as many tall buildings though. While we were there Ueda sensei was wholly
concentrating on the forthcoming performance of his Noh play “Romeo and Juliet” from the
well-known Shakespeare’s work. The performance took place on December 8 at the
National Noh Theatre at Sendagaya, Tokyo. Since then I heard that the play and his
author received a well-deserved success. Most of the seats were sold out long before the date

of the performance. Showing a Noh play based on a Shakespeare’s piece in front of a
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traditional audience in the Tokyo Noh Mecca is undoubtedly a “tour de force” which has to
be appreciated at its due value. Ueda Sensei, you achieved a goal you should be proud of.
Now we are all looking forward to watching your “Romeo and Juliet” here in Europe.
Jean-Claude Baumier
(President de l'association France-Japon de Cannes A B & h v XXHEE)

Thank you very much for the wonderful Noh play last night. It was an
unforgettable night, and I was inspired on so many levels. After the performance, I had a
similar warmth to the feeling in my body as if I had performed myself, a tribute to the
powerful performance of the actors, singers, and musicians. The work you do with Noh and
Shakespeare is amazing. I've never been able to appreciate and understand Noh more
that I did last night. Such a format communicates with the world! I loved listening to the
Japanese translation of Shakespeare’s lines, especially some of the more famous ones in
Romeo and Juliet. Also, thank you for inviting me to the reception. I was so happy to see
many old friends and students there, and was even able to make new friends. I only wish I
could have stayed longer, and that Yumiko could have come. I will have to write up more of
my thoughts when I have a moment, and there are several things I wanted to ask with you
regarding the play. However, now I must go to...Congratulations again! Best wishes,

Marcus Grandon (Lecturer at Shizuoka National University)

Wonderful very rich night for both of us Ueda-san, wonderful wonderful people,
atmosphere, heart. I was touched by your introduction, you definitely surprised me there. I
was also enriched by all the explanations you made about the play and Noh in general, I
could see how this could and might need to be integrated into performances oversees. Noh
is rather inaccessible to the ignorant spectator, but with the right hints and guidance the
experience really changes. Watching the play was for me also 'work' in a sense that very
lightly and subtely my brain was working on translating this in the cultural contexts I'm
familiar with. We should definitely meet soon Ueda-san. Please bear in mind that for me
coming to Atami represents no little financial investment at present, I'm doing all that I'm
doing on less than 10 man a month, which needs to pay for rent back in Europe and
airplane tickets. Said this, all is possible, it is just a matter of focus creativity and
commitment. Let me know.

Nicolas Zampiero (An Italian from Verona)

Ps: will the performance be done again in Japan?  Nic
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