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Abstract: Professor Munakata Ueda has attempted to set Noh melody to Shakespearian
verse for many years, and created English Shakespeare plays in the traditional Noh style
such as Noh Hamlet, Noh Othello, Noh Macbeth, etc. He thinks of Noh as Zen Theatre
and put Zen ideas into his plays. Since he founded The Noh Shakespeare Group in 1981,
he has put the plays on the stage one after another, performing each play himself as Shite.
The Noh Shakespeare Group made a performance tour in the United States in 1988; 1
joined them, visiting 9 Universities or colleges and one drama research center (e.g. Harvard
University, East-West Fusion Theatre) in 7 States. They performed Noh Othello and
others, and were well received by American audience. Noh music is intrinsically based on
Japanese language and culture, so Shakespearian verse should not conform to Noh music.
But a professor of drama who saw the performance of Noh Othello during the US tour, said
that he did not feel anything funny with the Noh chanting of Shakespearian verse because
it was singing of songs. “Songs” essentially impair the usual function of language, and in
another way, revive emotionally the different meanings of the words. Noh adaptation of
Shakespeare is on the same condition. We expect that Professor Munakata will keep
creating experimental English Noh plays as a forerunner on the field of English Noh as a
kind of fusion drama.
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