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Congratulatory Messages

*Dear Kuni, This is fantastic. I am so happy that you've received this award after so many

years of hard work. Congratulations for that and kindest regards,
Michel AUBANEL, France

+ Dear Munakata Ueda Sensei: Congratulations on receiving your honour. It must have
been a memorable occasion. As a former tutor in English to the Emperor, I know what a
pleasure it is to talk with His Imperial Majesty. We are currently travelling in France. 1
thought 'retirement' would be boring, but it seems busier than ever. I know that with your
energy and wide interests you will never think of retiring! ~ With all good wishes,

Mike BARRETT, Former Representative of The British Council, Japan

 Dear Poofessor Kuniyoshi Munakata UEDA,

Congratulations on being awarded the Decoration with honours, #i £ H #% &
(Zuiho-chuujushou) in Japanese, and meeting and speaking with The Emperor in
person. It was a privilege for me to attend your lecture on the life and work of RH Blyth,

which you gave in London in October 2013. Later you gave me permission to publish the
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following excellent haiku of yours in the May 2014 edition of Blithe Spirit (the journal of the
British Haiku Society):
As long as you love
These rocks and isles of Ha Long Bay,
Vietnam is eternal.
It was a great honour for me to have met you and published your work. Yours sincerely,
David BINGHAM (Editor of Blithe Spirit, 2013-2014), UK

+ Dear Professor Ueda-Munakata, It is delightful to hear of your recent honour awarded
by the Emperor. My warmest congratulations. Your lifetime’s work is certainly deserving of
the Decoration Ribbon at the National Theatre. I would like to extend my sincere respect to
your inspired dedication and creativity to the lifelong pursuit of Noh theatre and
adaptations of Shakespearean plays. This has been a visionary project and deserves the
highest recognition. Further, your erudition and knowledge of the works of R.H. Blyth and
Henry Thoreau are proving to be occupations that are timeless in significance and
importance. I commend you on this work and wish you my heartiest support for your

continuing endeavours. With my best wishes and warmest regards,

Dr Adam BROIWNOSKI,
Cultural historian of modern Japan, The Australian National University
* Dear Kuni, My warmest congratulations to you !!! How proud you must feel about this

Great event ! Anyway, I feel you deserve to sit next to the highest personalities. Yes, I
will write something soon. My warmest regards . Envoyé a partir de mon Windows
Phone. Marthe - The first time that I met Mr. Munakata Ueda, something attracted
my attention : his elegance. At first sight I saw him as someone delicate, polite and of
graceful and cultivated taste. After a few hours talking, this first impression was never
contradicted. His manner in addressing his interlocutors being always gentle and full of
expression. He would take part in conversation with modest attention and persuasive
arguments about his work: Shakespeare plays seen through the eyes of a distinguished
Noh player such as Mr. Munakata Ueda. It seemed just great, beyond expectation. As a
matter of fact, quite incredible, totally antinomic! Once again, Mr. Munakata Ueda
managed to fight my prejudices against this confrontation between two worlds totally
distinct to me. He made me see that the contradiction was only apparent, that it was only
cultural contradictoriness. Still, I kept thinking that the Shakespearian world full of
violence, bribery, treason, dramas of all sorts could not fit with Noh. However, later 1
actually saw Mr Munakata play Shakespeare in Noh and I was convinced. I was enchanted
and impressed by his performance. I admired his perseverance, his steady pursuit of his

aim: to show to the world that East and West speak in a single voice. I admired his
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imagination, too: who, but him would have thought of doing such a daring juxtaposition? I
realized that the magic of Noh theatre rendered the Shakespearian plots more intelligible,
even more dramatic and that it gave them a tragic grandeur.

As a conclusion I wish to thank Mr Munakata Ueda for making me follow him in his
intellectual adventure. Let my enthusiastic congratulations humbly join all the others from
more important people than me. Moreover, I am extremely happy to think that Mr.
Munakata Ueda was afforded the honour and highest reward of meeting the most
1llustrious, distinguished, revered person, superior in dignity to any sovereign, the Emperor
of Japan and exchanging a few words with him. It is only fair that he should have been
awarded the Decoration with the ribbon. He clearly deserved HIS dream like
day! THANKYOU Mr. MUNAKATA UEDA!!! Envoyé de mon iPad

Marthe-Ange FAISAN, France
» Dear Kuniyoshi, Many deep congratulations on the news of receiving the Decoration
with Honours from the Japanese Emperor! I am immeasurably happy to read the news of
the announcement, and it gives me immense joy that such an accolade has been conferred
upon you. If I may say, the recognition has been bestowed upon a most deserving person.
I'm thrilled for you beyond words. It has been my great pleasure to work with you in a
variety of capacities and collaborations over the years, and I greatly look forward to our
next meeting to hear more about the decoration in person. Warmest regards and very best
wishes, Marcus GRANDON, Lecturer, Shizuoka National University
 Dear Professor Kuniyoshi Ueda, I heartily congratulate you on your winning a medal.
Your efforts were fully rewarded. Please continue to be active and enterprising. With best
wishes, Yoshiko KAWACHI, Professor and Editor
* Dear Professor Munakata, Allow me to send you very warm congratulations. We felt
privileged here in Manchester to witness your performance of Noh which I still remember
with a smile! All the best,
Judy KENDALL, Reader in English and Creative Writing, UK
* Dear Mr. Kuniyoshi Munakata, president of ISHCC: I don’t know how to express my
admiration for the great honor you have received from the great Emperor of our country.
We all know your great achievements in literature, your work in integrating the Noh and
Shakespeare, your work in bringing Professor Blyth’s spirit and essence to Japan, and your
work in teaching your students the spirit of mutual human understanding. On 13tk of May,
you even had a chance to exchange words with the Emperor! That’s wonderful. You deserve
all the honor for your great achievements. Congratulations! Many of your friends overseas
too must be very happy about your receiving the great honor. I know the late Mr. Jumpei

Nakatsuchi of Hokuseido Press must have been proud of you, if he were alive!
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Congratulations, Mr. Kuniyoshi Munakata!
Naoshi KORIYAMA, Professor Emeritus of Toyo University, Poet

+ My warmest congratulations. You were fortunate indeed. I am happy you continue to
receive more and more recognitions. Thanks for letting me know. Cheers,

Luther LINK, Professor, Aoyama Gakuin University

« Warmest congratulations on your honour, which of course was thoroughly and deeply
deserved for a lifetime’s work extending and upholding Japanese culture. As you know, I
personally have very good reason to be grateful to you, for your introductions to the Noh, to
the writings of R. H. Blyth and to a career in university teaching. For all of these, my
abiding gratitude; Fumi also sends her warmest regards and congratulations. Yours,

Ciaran MURRAY, Professor emeritus of Chuo University.

+ Dear Kuniyoshi, What a great honour. I am delighted to hear about this. My best
wishes from Chester, Allan  * Dear Kuniyoshi, Very good to hear that your new Noh
script “Noh: Romeo and Juliet” Japanese version will be premiered by the leading Kanze
school performers at the National Noh Theatre in Tokyo. You know you are always
welcome in Chester when you are in the UK. My best wishes,

Allan OWENS, Professor, University of Chester, UK

* Dear Kuni, Emiko said us the great information of your reward. We are very happy for
you. It was a great opportunity for us to get initiated with NOH theater thanks to you.
Sincerely, Jean Claude et Anne Marie SAINT MARC, France

* We are sincerely very happy for you. You have been distincted rightly for your value.
Probably it was very impressive to talk with the Emperor ! We send you a short essay for
the ISHCC (in french !). We have also sent it to Emiko for translation. Yours,

Jean-Claude et Iku BAUMIER, France

* Congratulations! Yes, I remember “Thank you, Professor Blyth” as a wonderful book and
that my student-assistant was also impressed by it. I am also impressed to know that you
spoke with the Emperor and confirmed how that professor gave influence on him. Thank
you for sharing the wonderful news to us.

Masae SUZUKI, Professor, Kyoto Sangyo University

+ Dear Kuniyoshi, What splendid news, we congratulate you on the great honour you have
received. Walter and Rosemary THOMSON, Evesham, UK
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Messages from French Friends
T2 VANDEAN=ENbDA Y t—

Passionnés par la civilisation japonaise, nous avons eu la chance de faire la
connaissance de Maitre Kuniyoshi Ueda lors d'un voyage en 2012. Nous avons vite
sympathisé et parlé du Théatre N6 qui nous apparaissait, comme cest parfois le cas en
Occident, aussi fascinant que mystérieux et hermétique. Maitre Ueda nous a expliqué avec
son ouvrage « Noh adaptation of Shakespeare » les caractéres de cet art codifié et nous a
montré que celui-ci pouvait intégrer une ceuvre dramatique d’origine étrangere. Nous
avons été immédiatement séduits par un tel projet. Aussi lorsque le Maitre est venu
présenter en France, a Monaco et a Cannes, de larges extraits de son adaptation de
« Hamlet » de Shakespeare, nous avons apprécié, ainsi que tous les spectateurs présents,
l'originalité de la démarche, l'efficacité de I'adaptation et 'enthousiasme du Maitre dans sa
volonté de montrer, par-dela les frontiéres, la valeur universelle et éternelle du Théatre No.
Par la suite, en 2014, Maitre Ueda a eu l'extréme gentillesse de nous faire assister a un
autre spectacle N6, au Théatre National de Tokyo,ou la tradition de cet art remarquable est
préservée.

Nous sommes heureux et fiers de nous compter parmi les admirateurs de Maitre
Kuniyoshi Ueda et, a I'occasion de la prestigieuse distinction qui lui a été accordée le 13 Mai
2015, nous tenons a le féliciter et a lui témoigner notre respectueuse admiration.

Maitre Ueda nous a parlé récemment d'autres projets d’adaptation de I'ceuvre
shakespearienne. Nous attendons avec impatience que ceux-ci puissent se concrétiser !
FLEEF A ASURIZIRS BE L ThET, 2012 FF0EF 2T EHEAED THenLLby b A
DEIZERN LT TR IZOoWTORFEAM SRS L E Lic, WV T TRE) 13EIR9T
FHVETH, EHONEEATHOWIZEF L LOTY, EREED v =f 7 ZAETHE)
OMFF TR SN RBLUL, SMEANCBEIZRERE LTRITANOIE T, FAETZHE
LAEDOEBELZ X T ERE [~A by b OBIITIRY 075%%? Lz, EFa2E 2 XTD
BIFZE DRI CARICEE U Tz & BnET, 5‘1‘:930) (RN, EEDNAD DAY RE DR T
SRR S=28 2014$ ZHARNTSIZRZIE, TR ESREE R CIafr) e ie B 2 I H 5 2
ok, REENL X LT,

A ElD 2015 E 5 A 13 HOEADORBITHELHY 2K LD LT, LTHEATVET, K
BNEH L BT, EROKFHEREA LW EBNnET,
SAEITBIE, RERFERO T mY =2 MRV MATND LfMWE Lz, ZH03E0 9 BIZ
FEELEIND Z LB LNLEELTONET,

(Anne-Marie et Jean-Claude SAINT MARC 77 & X TSR E(E)
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Robert se joint & moi pour te féliciter chaleureusement pour cette haute distinction que
tu mérites amplement. Ce grand honneur récompense ton travail et tes activités
exemplaires pour faire mieux connaitre les oeuvres de Shakespeare au monde culturel de

ton pays. Avec notre trés amical souvenir.
FAEOREE LTrL b EFL = 2UE 2 OEOFIIZEL BHVOKFFH AR LTIZWTT,
ENETOIFEII AR RTE T EENET, ZOTEL LWAEIXS £ TOHE, IF
RN D O TY, BifFeEZ il L CHARARRY = A 7 AT O EZ BARLHETE Y B<
HoTh b I TODENTRILTT, Fox DAL ORNKIEDH 2 B Z2IAD T,

(Nicole et Robert SCHMIDT : FA{AfELE)

Je t’adresse du fond du coeur toutes mes félicitations, quel grand honneur pour toi
davoir été décoré par l'empereur du japon, une grande distinction trés méritée tout a
ton honneur cher M. Ueda. Amicales pensées
DS ZOEORBICHHOOKFLZBHEY LET, REFETHALEEZNE LN OO
T, MERED LWVSEETLE Y, EREEOIERH - TZZDOZ ETT, KiEE DT,

(Marie-Christine : KA >Y71E{E)

THANKS to the Congratulations
Kuniyoshi Munakata UEDA

Dear Friends,

I was very happy to tell you that I was awarded the Decoration with Honours, #i®E
%% (Zuiho-chuujushou) in Japanese, by the Emperor this spring. I thank you from the
bottom of my heart for your kind help, cooperation, and assistance with my activities
throughout my life. Also, I am very thankful for your kind and encouraging
congratulatory messages.

On the 13th of May, after receiving the Decoration with the Ribbon at the National
Theatre in Tokyo, the other award recipients and I moved by bus to the Imperial
Palace. In the “Spring and Autumn Room” where we were supposed to meet the Emperor,
I held my book Thank you, Professor Blyth on my breast. After the ceremony, the Emperor
approached me and asked me a question about the contents of the book. So I answered, “I
wrote this book on Professor Blyth.” Then he said, “Ah, Professor Blyth.” He then asked

me about my relationship with the Professor. So I answered, “I studied with him for nine
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years.” Then, he smiled and nodded gently.

Honorably, I may have been the only person there, with the exception of several
people with disabilities, who talked personally with the Emperor among the few hundred
recipients. So, the day was a very special dreamlike day for me!

Frankly, I had a dream several months ago. I was being seated with one more person
with the Emperor; the Emperor was on my left side; he said nothing in the dream.

Incidentally, it is not widely known even in Japan that Professor Blyth was a private
tutor to then Crown Prince Akihito, the current Emperor, for almost twenty years from
1946 to 1964. Nor is it known in Japan that R.H. Blyth’s HAIKUbooks spread “Haiku” all
over the world, or that his Zen in English Literature is included in a group of Zen books
that contributed greatly to the introduction of Zen overseas.

Here is another piece of good news to tell you. My new Noh play “Romeo and Juliet”
Japanese version will be premiered by Master NOMURA Shiro of Kanze school, the
President of Japan Noh Society, on the 8t of December this year, starting at six thirty p.m.
at the National Noh Theatre at Sendagaya in Tokyo. He will take the leading role, Romeo.
So, will you please visit the home page of ISHCC (International Society for Harmonization
of Cultures and Civilizations) from time to time and create some spare time to enjoy the
play at the Kokuritsu Noh-gakudo [E7ZHE%%: in Tokyo?

Kuniyoshi Munakata UEDA, PhD

Professor Emeritus, Shizuoka National University

President, The International Society for Harmonization of Cultures and Civilizations
URL: http://atlantic.gssc.nihon-u.ac.jp/~ISHCC/
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