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The Motto of the ISHCC and R.H. Blyth :
Opening Address by President UEDA Kuniyoshi at Summer Meeting of ISHCC 2014

tH 3=
UEDA Kuniyoshi

Abstract: There are two things I should like to emphasize in today’s opening address: one is the
motto of the ISHCC and the other is that this year is the 50th anniversary of the death of Professor
R.H. Blyth (1898-1964). The motto of the ISHCC is to respect, not to compare, all the cultures and
civilizations of the world and find harmony within and between them in order to contribute to the
happiness and peace of all people in the world. Professor R.H. Blyth is widely known in the world as
the writer of Zen in English Literature and HAIKU (4 Vols.), which spread Zen and Haiku in the
world. What must be noticed about him was that he was a perfect pacifist, though he himself may
not have mentioned it, as he was a conscientious objector during the World War I which occurred soon
after he graduated from high school near London. During the World War II, while he was in an
internment camp in Kobe, he published his first book Zen in English Literature on Hokuseido Press in
Tokyo. Then after the war he published voluminous writings on Haiku and Senryu as well as
teaching English at several universities in Tokyo. It must also be remembered that he was a private
tutor to Crown Prince Akihito, now Emperor of Japan, for nearly 20 years from 1946 until his death in
1964. He played a great part in the rebirth of Japan as a democracy and peace-loving country after the
World War II.  Cf UEDA Kuniyoshi : Thank You, Professor Blyth (Sangokan, 2010).

Keywords: R.H. Blyth, conscientoius objector, Zen, haiku, Crown Prince Akihito, Thank You
Professor Blyth.
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