BhESUEmrE 21 & October 2014

F—RFSUTEY 2
B AU AE D )~~~

G'day from Down Under #2
Snakes, Pythons and Boas
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WATERS Masayo

Abstract:  Generally speaking and for their own protection Australians have ample
information about snakes. Of the top ten deadliest snakes in the world, Australia has
the top nine. Because of the increasing human population and expanding towns, snakes
are one of the many creatures that humans have forced away from their natural
habitat, the bush. Now many new towns are surrounded by bush, the place where the
snakes live. Seeing wild life in the town made me realize that we are invading their
bush in the name of civilization, in order for us to live comfortably in this huge Land
Down Under. As there are many kinds of venomous snakes in Australia, people need to
know which ones are the poisonous ones and which are not. The chances are very likely
that you will happen to encounter a snake at some time. Snakes can be hiding
anywhere in your backyard or even living in the ceiling of your house. In our late
twenties, my husband and I had a pet python named Hebi chan. The photo of me
carrying the python on my shoulders was sent to my shocked mother in Japan. I loved
our python and I was not afraid of snakes, or so I thought. Now I am living in a
residential area that is located in a place that used to be bush not so long ago. As I have
learnt more about snakes my idea has changed and now I am afraid of them because of
the many poisonous ones. It is also worrying that I may not be able to clearly tell the
difference from one kind of snake to another. This is a fear that I now have. Some
people think it is lucky, to run over a venomous snake by accident. Whereas other
people are very happy to stop the traffic in order to let a 2 meter long non venomous
python cross the road in safety. My idea of snakes has changed, however I still love
their beauty.
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