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After “Kareno Sho" —-Basho’s Last Journey—
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KISANUKI Hiroshi

Abstract: Some of the works written by his disciples show what Basho was like in his final

years. There are also quite a few studies on his later works, especially on his farewell:

tabi ni yande,
yume wa kareno wo,

kake meguru.

This paper focuses on how his body was transported after he died. According to his will, his
body was carried to Gichuji Temple in Zeze directly after his death and arrived at the
temple before noon the next day. If you go in a straight line, it's 60km from Hanaya inn
where he passed away, to Gichuji Temple. Hanaya inn is located in Kyutarou-Cho Midou
Mae, Osaka. It’'s also known that his body was transported by Nijikkoku-Bune, this is a
type of old Japanese freight boat. They traveled from Hakken-ya to Fushimi through The
Yodo River. However, it’s not certain what was used to transport his body and which route
was taken from the inn to Hakken-ya, and from Fushimi to the temple. In fact, there aren’t
any studies that have made it clear about these mysteries. This paper discusses Basho’s

last journey considering every possible route.

Keywords: Nijikkoku-Bune, Hakken-ya, Fushimi, Gichuji Temple, Zeze, Basho’s last
journey
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