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R.H. Blyth and Senryu
KAWATA Motoo Ph.D
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Senryu is short humorous verse. R.H. Blyth said “Senryu indeed are themselves a way of
life. The world is tragic, the world is comic, - not alternately, but simultaneously; and
senryu has tried to see the world as serious and humorous at one and the same time, and
always, whatever the circumstances may be. We find this kind of thing often in Homer and
Shakespeare, not in Virgil or Milton; occasionally in Dante, never in Goethe, almost always
in Cervantes, seldom indeed in the Bible or the Sutras. This double, doubled attitude is
found all over the world in that great repository of wisdom, humour and poetry, popular
proverbs, but senryu are more concrete and particular, more sensuous, more
tender-minded; they are satirical, but do not bite or sting. They have a mildness, a
sweetness and light which religion might well have imitated.”

This is an essay on Blyth on Senryu.
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