BhE SUERFE 519 = June 2013

A—REZVT7EY 1

G'day! from Down Under2 1

o+ —48—X HK
WATERS Masayo

Abstract: This is my third time to live in the land Down Under, Australia for any good
length of time. This time we have already celebrated our second Christmas here in
Nambucca Heads. The first part of this essay is an introduction of Nambucca Heads, a
small town by the sea. You are not able to recognize many Asian residents or Asian tourists
here compared to big cities like Sydney, Gold Coast and so on. We could be the only family
that uses the Japanese language daily at home in this area. Nambucca came from an
aboriginal word that means “entrance to the waters”. As the name tells you it is a beautiful
beach side small town. Great numbers of holiday makers from Sydney or from inland of
NSW State eager for the beach-side life style come here to indulge themselves with the
beautiful sunny beaches. Locals also love the beauty of its beaches. Nambucca Heads is a
place with wonderful water views and I think you would love it too. The second part of the
essay is what I have been thinking about my younger son who has struggled to adapt to his
new environment, living in English. He was born and grew up in Japan. As soon as his
school life in Australia started, he was aware that his English was too poor to handle just
ordinary things in school. Every morning when we dropped him at the school gate, I found
myself having a very clear image of him walking into a jungle of the Amazon. There could
be a lot of hidden unknown evil monsters waiting to get my unarmed vulnerable boy. He
could however manage some subjects. He told us that for most subjects all he could do was
just sit patiently in the classes, not understanding a large percentage of the class. I admired
and appreciated his courage. Fortunately there was one subject that he had in his first
year in his school that seemed to bring him some comfort. That was the Japanese class with
Australian students. That gave my son a great sense of superiority and confidence. The
Australian Japanese teacher has been so kind to him and regularly got him to help her

Japanese classes. His English has never stopped improving since then.
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