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“Noh Hamlet” in Manchester
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Abstract: Japan Society North West, a non-profit organization in the North West of
England, enjoyed a special opportunity to host NohA Hamlet in Greater Manchester at the
end of 2012. The Chairman of the Society and Professor Ueda’s son, Miho Munakata,
worked together to make this event happen in a very short period of time. Despite the short
notice, many people from various parts of England came to see Professor Munakata Ueda’s
performance at a modest village hall. Although many of the audience had no previous
exposure to Noh, with the help of an excellent English-Japanese bilingual script by
Munakata, the performance was well received, and gave them a new insight to more deeply
understand Hamlet. “By living in the present future, you may transcend this world, you
may transcend present time; the readiness is all.” These words of “satori” or enlightenment
of Noh Hamlet seemed to illuminate the way to live in this unpredictable world.
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