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It was my first experience at a Noh play, and I was very impressed. I loved the stage
and the setting with all of the gorgeous cherry blossoms - so appropriate on the 100th
anniversary. The costumes, especially the mask of Abraham Lincoln, were fantastic. I liked
the way the actors were able to dramatize entire sets with very little in the way of props on
stage. A simple outline of a white chair was enough to indicate that it was the Lincoln
Memorial. I was interested in your messages before the performance talking about the
importance of harmony over human rights, and I was interested to see how this was
manifested in your play. For an American, it was unusual to consider whether the Civil War
could have been avoided. Art is supposed to be thought-provoking, and I certainly found
this play to be that. Again, I really appreciate being included and I wish you the best of luck
in any future productions! Laura Winthrop Abbot (Embassy of America)

Thank you very much for the dazzling performance of The Potomac Cherry. It was a
very unusual experience for me! I am sure your proposed tour of the US and other countries
will be a great success. I have attached my comments for your reference,

Mari Boyd (Professor, Sophia University)

I apologize for not writing before now. Both Paula and I wanted to express our deep
thanks for the privilege of enjoying the new "Potomac Cherry" Noh play. We each found it
to be a wonderful vehicle for showcasing the power of the traditional art, and in particular
for its ability to convey a range of important human themes, from human dignity to
international friendships. Jonathan T. Fried (Ambassador of Canada)

I had a great pleasure to attend your play, which was performed with a very sensitive
spirit, mixing in a very succesful manner the essence of the Noh and modern history events.
It seems to me that both your talent as a playwriter's talent and the actors succeeded in
capturing, while respecting the essence of the Noh, the spirit of the messages of peace
carried by the main characters. Please convey my appreciation to the actors, and accept my
compliment for this beautiful moment. Remi Lambert (Embassy of France)

My husband and I really enjoyed the Potomac cherry blossom play. What especially
impressed me was how you brought together the question of individual rights on the one
hand and social harmony on the other. I really love Noh. The idea of a theatre of the dead
really fascinates me. How different a world it would be if we actually listened to what the
dead have to tell us. Having the translation really helps.

Radhika Steinmetz. (Embassy of Luxembourg)

Thank you for a most interesting Noh-evening. I think the play was a good
combination of the genuine Noh tradition and a modern theme (100 years is not a long

time). I was positively surprised by the interlude, especially when I started to recognize

_64.



BE [ b~ 78] Al

familiar melodies of a different kind. The actors, the musicians and the choir were
extremely good. Congratulations on a marvelous project!

Lars Varg (Ambassador of Sweden)
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+ Stage decoration was beautiful.
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