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“Thank you, Professor Blyth”

MU B
KOORIYAMA Naoshi

Buraizu Sensei, Arigatou (“Thank you, Professor Blyth”) is a book about R.H. Blyth, a
great English scholar of Japanese haiku, senryu and zen by one of his devoted former
students, Kuniyoshi Ueda. R.H. Blyth came to Japan in 1940 to teach at the 4th Higher
School in Kanazawa. With the outbreak of the war against the U.S.A. and Britain, he was
interned in the facility for enemy civilians in Kobe in 1942. In the very year, he had his book,
Zen in English Literature and Oriental Classics, published by Hokuseido Press in Kanda,
Tokyo. Then he had his famous work, HAIKU in 4 volumes published also by Hokuseido
Press in 1949-52. He then successively published Senryu’ Japanese Satirical Verses;
Oriental Humour; Zen and Zen Classicss Japanese Life and Character in Senryus Fdo
Satirical Verse Anthologies, and History of Haiku from 1957 to 1964. All the global interest
in haiku all over the world today owes to these books by R.H. Blyth. Many literary people
all over the world write haiku in their native languages. No other writer or scholar has ever
done so much as R.H. Blyth in promoting interest in haiku, senryu, zen and Japanese
character. Superb translations by R.H. Blyth of some famous Japanese haiku and senryu
are quoted in this book. We can see many an admirable model of translation of haiku by
Blyth which shows us not only the delicacy and beauty, but also the power, of haiku.
Kuniyoshi Ueda mentions that Blyth was well versed in world literature and art,
Shakespeare, Bach, Thoreau, and other famous writers. He enthusiastically expresses his
deep gratitude to his great mentor, R.H. Blyth for all his influence. Moreover, this is a book
about world peace. And it should also be mentioned that the author of this book has
performed some scenes from Shakespeare in the noh-style on the stage for some

English-speaking audience, which is a marvelous attempt.
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Some keywords: “Influence of a great mentor,” “the beauty and energy of poetry,” “the
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importance of world peace,” “the importance of haiku,” “the greatest nature poet in the

world, Basho.”
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As long as you love
These rocks and isles of Ha Long Bay,
Vietnam is eternal.
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