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Abstract: “Foreign Language Activities” has been conducted as a required subject for
5th and 6tk graders in Japan since 2011. The overall objective is to form the foundation
of pupils’ communication abilities across foreign languages and cultures. In the
handling of the content, it says that teachers should focus on the foreign language
phonetics, but they should use letters of the alphabet and written words as
supplementary tools for only oral communication. The statistics, however, show that
many students in junior high schools tend to feel weak in English reading and writing
skills and their motivation to study English declines sharply after their first 7tk grade
summer vacation. Although the curriculum at junior high schools should be designed in an
appropriate manner with due heed paid to the connection with Foreign Language Activities at
elementary schools, the connection between them seems inadequate. To solve this problem,
this paper discusses the appropriate time and way to start reading English focusing
on reading ability especially for 10, 11, and 12 year-old pupils, and considers the use
of English picture books in Foreign Language Activities as the first step toward

reading.
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