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Celebratory Messages to UEDA (Munakata) Kuniyoshi,
President of ISHCC, for His Seventy-Seventh Birthday
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I remember meeting Ueda-Sensei for the first time many years ago on the campus of
Shizuoka University. He invited me into his office just after I had been hired to teach
there. We had lunch together with one of his students. After lunch we found an empty
classroom, and he asked me about some of my research and work in the Feldenkrais
Method. He asked me to teach him something. I thought to myself, “What could I
possibly teach this man?” He was already near retirement age and had so much
experience, and I was fresh out of grad school. I decided to show him a Feldenkrais
movement sequence. I shared it with him and he participated diligently with intrigue and
wonder. As he did those movements I could see that he was very engaged and curious.
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When it was over he looked up at me with his eyes shining, smiled and said, “OK, now I've
learned something. Let me share something with you.” With that he showed me some
dance steps and chanting for Noh Hamlet and how to unfold a Noh fan. That was my first
real experience performing with Noh. When he found out that I was a shakuhachi player,
he suggested that I someday perform in one of his productions. At the time I thought that
impossible, and that he was just being kind and I could never do something like that.

Some time later, Ueda Sensei invited me to be a guest presenter at one of his Noh seminars.
It was a wonderful weekend where we studied different aspects of Noh theatre with a group
of people. How many of you have ever participated in one of his seminars? Following
this, well, I've lost count of how many times we've worked together over the years. What's
amazing is that he does this kind of thing not only with me, but with innumerable others.
The far-reaching nexus is as deep as it is wide.

I do remember one point in the mid-90’s where he asked me if he should have a personal
homepage. I was very firm in my answer and strongly recommended he have one so that
the world could find him and his Noh plays easily. What a surprise a decade later when I
received an e-mail from him asking me about Bjork and her partner Matthew Barney who
had contacted him via the homepage about working together on their movie! I was so
excited for him to work with them for it had long been a grand dream of mine to work with
Bjork, and here one of the people closest to me had the opportunity to do so! I urged him to
accept her offer to collaborate, and he told me that he would with one condition. When I
asked him what that was he said to me, “I will accept only if you agree to partner with me
on the project, 50-50.” I was just floored. Here Ueda-Sensei gave me a chance to have
one of my biggest dreams come true!

Ueda Sensei once told me that he considered me like a brother to him. That was a very
special moment in my life since I don’t have an older brother in my family. I must say that
those words meant the world to me here in my adopted home of Japan. My life has
become infinitely richer over the years since I first met him in ways I never could have
imagined.

For all this, well, words cannot adequately express my feelings. So, to you my dear brother,
on this wonderful occasion, I want to say, “Happy Birthday and many more!” Along with a
humble “Thank you” a thousand times over.
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