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Celebrating Professor HASEGAWA Hiroyuki’s Reception
of “KASHIYAMA JUNZO PRIZE"for His Publication
of Gendai Asia Jiten (Encyclopedia on Modern Asia)

R H=E
UEDA Kuniyoshi

Abstract: One of the ISHCC Directors, Dr. HASEGAWA Hiroyuki, Professor Emeritus of
Nihon University and Representative of “Ajia Kindaika Kenkyujo’ (The Institute of
Modernization of Asia), received the Fifth “Kashiyama Junzo Prize” for his publication of
Gendai Asia Jiten (Encyclopedia on Modern Asia, Bunshindo, 2009) as the general editor.
This is the speech by the writer made in the celebration party held in Nihon University
College of Economics on 20th December, 2010. The writer introduces his queer experiences
that reading HASEGAWA's Encyclopedia and other writings recently brought him
invitations from various Asian countries as a lecture-performer, including Malaysia and
Taiwan in 2010. He then discusses a basic philosophical difference of India from China,
correlating this to Noh and Kabuki: the former respects the life after death more than this
life, while the latter thinks this world is the only world. He also introduces a comment from
an economics major on his latest publication Thank You, Professor Blyth: that the reader
agreed to all ideas of the author except one, that is: “Respecting economics first is a sign of
immature society.” The writer, however, citing from Shakespeare’s King Lear, “Live long
enough, and you will know the delicate meaning of each occurrence,” suspects that all the
attendants of the celebration party, mostly economists, agree with the writer: “Economics
first is a sign of immature society.”
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