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The World of Noh: King Lear as Hybridity

of Harmony and Combination of Cultures

ERE
TAIRA Tatsuhiko

Abstract: Starting with Noh:Hamlet in English a quarter century ago, followed by
Noh:Othello, Noh:Macbeth, and so on, performing himself in English, and also by
Noh:Othello,Noh:Hamlet, and others in Japanese performed by professional Noh actors,
Kuniyoshi UEDA has arrived at the excellent production Noh:King Lear in Japanese.
Ueda’s Noh: King Lear achieved the art of “Satori or enlightenment.” This is the best of
Shakespeare’s drama in the style of Noh. In this adaptation the leading role is not King
Lear, but Cordelia. Ueda cut most of the scenes in Act I —IV.The opening speech is
Cordelia’s:“All bless’d secrets, / All you unpublish’d virtues of the earth, / Spring with my
tears! ”(IV.iv). Ueda succeeded in developing Shakespeare’s theme of love and redemption
of souls between Lear and Cordelia. In the later scenes King Lear, acted by Yoshihisa
ENDOU appeared on the stage holding Cordelia’s body represented by a karaori-kimono.
The later scenes are so pitiful and so tragic, but I felt relieved when Cordelia’s ghost danced
together with the ghost of Lear. The moment Reiko ADACHI, the eldest female Noh
performer of Japan, as Cordelia danced on the stage, I felt completely Zeami’s concept of
“yugen or mysterious and profound beauty and Makoto no Hana or true flowers.” I believe
Ueda’s Noh: King Lear is a valuable contribution to the Harmony and Combination of
Cultures between Japan and England.
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