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Abstract: Hubbell places the chapter of Shakespeare’s Histories at the end of his
book, whereas the First Folio of 1623 put them between comedies and tragedies.
Hubbell started to teach Japanese students at Doshisha University in April 1954, and
he must have noticed by the time he published Lectures on Shakespeare (1960) how
difficult it was for the Japanese ears to catch the sound, music and beauty of
Shakespeare’s dramatic language. The most obvious difference between actual
histories of England and Shakespeare’s Histories is that the former were generally
written in prose, and the latter in verse. This, however, cannot be the reason for his
placement. He never hesitated to give students the best of his knowledge and
understanding, however deep they might be. The last of the 14 lectures on Histories
consists of 65 pages of his comments on 10 plays, and each one of his other 13 lectures
is less than an average of 15 pages in length.
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Come the three corners of the world in arms,
And we shall shock them. Naught shall make us rue
If England to itself do rest but true.
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Small time; but in that small, most greatly lived

This Star of England.
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