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+ Very enjoyable (in spite of my poor understanding of Japanese). Thank you for the play
and Ueda san’s good philosophy. Nicely staged Kyogen, but we had to wait a long time for
Lear! There will always be an appreciative audience (even an uncomprehending one) in
Britain. But if the performance is billed as a Noh version or interpretation of ‘King Lear’,
they must be forgiven for wondering when it will start, and what happened to the familiar
story (plot). (Martin Blakeway) (British)

« This was the third time for me to see UEDAs Noh: King Lear; therefore I had no more
expected to be moved. However, the moment Madame ADACHI as Cordelia appeared on
the stage from the left, I tensed up completely, and was so moved that I could not bear
sobbing or crying silently,. Madame ADACHI produced her words so beautifully and so
melodiously, calling to the herbs still unknown to humans: “All blessed secrets, / All you
unpublished virtues of the earth, / Spring with my tears!” What a touching, what a
moving scene in the very beginning of the play! The later scenes were so pitiful, and so
sad, but...Then I felt completely relieved when the ghost of Cordelia appeared, saying
“Look up, my lord. Come this way”, and danced together with the ghost of Lear. I wish the
play be repeated every year as long as both Madame ADACHI, the eldest female Noh
performer of Japan, and Master ENDO be up and doing. (ENDO Hikaru)

+ I saw Ueda Kuniyoshi’s Learadaptation at the Cerulean Tower Noh theatre in Shibuya
last May, and have to admit I prefer the intimacy of the traditional setting to the
proscenium arch of the Kioi Hall in Yotsuya, where the adaptation was staged this April. In
particular, the Noh hashigakari is effective at expressing a central metaphor of the play of
life as a journey or transition. As Edgar puts it, “Men must endure / Their going hence, even

as their coming hither. / Ripeness is all.” In other respects, however, the adaptation was
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unchanged from last year, and still achieved the refined aesthetic effect at which this style
of cultural fusion excels. The Fool’s song clearly expresses the point of this production:
“There are three worlds: / The world of words, the world of behaviours, / And the world of
mind and heart; / The three are all important, / But, until they accord with one another, /
Lear will not be saved.” I suppose it is this holistic interpretation that made this adaptation
a truly transcultural one. (Daniel Gallimore)

« Ueda’s Noh: King Lear is absolutely unique. He let a Kyogen actor tell the story of
Lear’s life. His play begins with the scene of a touching reunion between Cordelia and Lear.
According to John F. Danby, to understand Cordelia is to understand the whole play. Ueda
succeeded in developing Shakespearean theme of love and redemption in his Noh play.
When Cordelia’s ghost invited Lear to the next world, the spectators understood Zeami’s
concept of ‘yugen,’ quiet, mysterious and profound beauty. In addition, they purified
themselves through the last scene showing the promise of celestial bliss. Ueda appears to
have given an affirmative answer to his own question, “Can I perform Shakespeare’s drama
in the style of Noh?” This play is not Shakespeare's work but Ueda’s “creation.” 1 believe
his experimental attempt is a valuable contribution to the cultural exchange between
Japan and England. (KAWACHI Yoshiko)

+ Ueda has chosen his main motif from around the end of Shakespeare’ work, which seems
to me more than right way in making up the Noh play out of Shakespeare’s work. This
way of saying naturally leads my eye to the Book of Job which provides the consummation
of Shakespeare’s King Lear. That is to say, starting from the Book of Job, going through
Shakespeare’s King Lear, we arrive at Ueda’s work. When looking into minutely this
three-fold structure, we can judge Ueda’s superb dramatic ability, and this work of Ueda’s
Noh play exposes its dramatic power, which is so moving. (YAMAGATA Kazumi)
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