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How to Enjoy Noh and Kyogen

Lecture delivered before Noh King Lear in the small auditorium of Kioi Hall
on Apiril 29th, 2009.

tH H=E
UEDA Munakata Kuniyoshi

Abstract: Abilingual lecture delivered in the small auditorium of Kioi Hall on April 29th,
2009, preceding the performance of Noh King Lear, kyogen Chidori and shimai Tsuchigumo.
Some points remarked are: In order to enjoy Noh plays, scripts are indispensable in hand
to check the words performers are singing. Kyogen could rank higher than Noh plays, as
Zeami stated in Shudousho: kyogen is the humor of high rank yugen (hidden beauty):
kyogen teaches us humorous, generous ways of solving problems: ex. Abraham Lincoln
might have evaded the Civil War and saved the lives of six hundred thousand white men
and numberless black people, if he had divided the U. S. into two countries. The purpose of
playing for Shakespeare, as Hamlet said, was “to hold a mirror up to nature,” while for
Zeami, Noh was to increase the happiness of all people and to save creatures spiritually.
April 29t is a holiday commemorating the birthday of the Showa Emperor. R.H. Blyth,
who wrote the English draft of the Emperor’s declaration as a human being delivered on
January 1st, 1946, writes that Henry Thoreau is the greatest American. His Civil
Disobedience influenced Mahatma Gandhi, Luther King, JR. and President Obama, who is
expected to exceed President Lincoln. In 2012 it will be the 100t anniversary of the sending
of the Potomac cherry blossoms, whose saplings were sent to Washington D.C. by OZAKI
Yukio. King Lear’s two elder daughters are like egoistic capitalism, while Cordelia social
welfare, which loses when they fight in this world. TSUBOUCHI Shouyou compared
Shakespeare to kabuki, while NATSUME Souseki suggested a Noh adaptation of
Shakespeare in 1911. Kabuki is interested in this world only, while Noh is about this world
and the afterlife. In Noh performances, starting of the taiko or stick drum playing indicates
a happy ending.
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HX A, ZATHBIE, Good afternoon, everybody.

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears. (K ANFEFE., o—~ A, [FIEE, R
DEZELI-EZ), ZHE V2T A« == OF7 » h=—DHH T4, My fellow
citizens of America. (7 2 U HEROWES A) 7 A U I OIKEREBCTT 7y REITBIER m &
SONETN, SHIEINND, KBITBFESE W EETOT, EHFRBRITENET,
It is said that you feel embarrassed to visit a Noh theatre. Let me talk at ease today. So

please make yourself at home.

FT—FERKFRZ LMD, Most important things first. BEORBEETIX & THRFFHAV
DT, WENE TR D00 LvERA, TD L E1XE D EBIRY <7231, Noh musicis
very comfortable. If you are tempted to sleep, you may take a nap, without snoring.(5&\>),
WOE ZDDTRNT, To UIEIFEBERARSEA D, NSRRI E O—F LW HIEDO D LD &,
BNRDD &, BH EIZELUWIADER LT\ 5,  Professor Rintaro FUKUHARA almost
half a century ago suggested that sleeping is one of the best ways to appreciate Noh
performances. Then you wake up to find a beautiful world on the stage.

ZNIND, FEO TVDEENDNLRNERLOEEAND, BTFILOAARTSELMHL L
NG, BT IEE W, BHEEOBABHEL THY £7, ZhSeEL 2 Lir 7L TY, Without
understanding what is sung, you cannot enjoy Noh plays. So, please check the words in the
program notes during the performance. This is the answer to how to enjoy Noh plays. 37
FHEOBEDOLLVGEADLRE—IZHELTHY 7, LAL-bERDITEZN, £
FFINLF MR E L EHifti oW TWE, The utaibon beautifully brush-painted by Madame

ADACHI is also available, whose letters are bigger and with musical notes.

T, BNIIES Kyogen T943, JE& V9 DI crazy & 7> be involved in (32725 0)
EDMWNHERTL X 9, Sl words 728 AT 723, JE513 a comic play & 7> a humorous play
EDFRESNTNATL X D,

BESIE, 14+ 5 A ICBIATTR « PR 112 K > TR &7 E L=, Noh theatre was founded
by Kan’ami and Ze’ami, father and son, in the 14t and 15t centuries.

HpHR [EEE] LW BEORNT, FESIE EZDO EREOEN LD XL) LE-T
W5, According to Zeami’s Shudousho, one of his treatises, kyogen is called high rank
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humor of yugen or hidden beauty’. T35, Doldold L5 DO TIFRV, So, itis not
something you laugh when you see it. [H{Z D EfEOEIL) WD) Z &1L, HELV H EE
WHZEHLHD H D, It could be above Noh. ZEEIL D L EHIN LE WS 28 HV 55,
Comedies could be above tragedies. =4 7 AETEITE 5 &, MWAEE LY LEEI L W
FEorn~  ABIDOENR EEV D, Comedies and Romance plays by Shakespeare in his later
years could be above his four great tragedies. = 9 L £ LMD CTEE T, SAR
HFEIZT 50, BEOEX T4, Then, directing is very important: how to direct, or what is
the design or purpose of presenting the kyogen play.

EEE AH IS BEshd [TR) ICLTH%E 5T, It could be true with today’s
kyogen Chidori or Plovers.

BEDTE > TODLIEEND £ )R- THEZEAT 50 FInIlCBEN 20D, SIS
RBEND DD TEONEEIREE V-V, The master orders his servant Taro-kaja to go and
purchase a barrel of sake without the ready cash to pay the bill at the wine shop where you
owe a lot of debts. He would like to entertain his important guest tonight. f#\ D KBS
AN D HIZEA D E Vo ThH, HERITMNE L72V, The servant promises the near-future
payment, but the sake owner is not convinced. % Z CWAWAT%EE X 72T ULR B 720,
So the servant has to resort to various techniques. % ®—-273, A T BIZHILTT, D
HOZFERoTREDEVWHIR LD, L LERIZZEE S 72, One way among
various techniques is to show how to catch plovers, or water birds, using the barrel of sake.
But the owner is not fooled.

ZOMERITFE SRV ODE LILERAN, BEIL, (RHENT, DFNE] LB
VAT Z & 1T72%, It might be better not to tell the happy ending, but at the very end of the
play the owner runs after the Taro-kaja, saying, “I will catch you, I will catch you.”

HEOFEADEBE LN, AR Z OREZ#HR LT 5 &2 5, However, the owner’s
humor has solved the situation, we may say so, ---his generosity, his humaneness. 3 =1 7
AETO [T==2ADfN] ORIZESUTLS2 b L2, It is somewhat like

Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice, in how to solve the problem.

AAF 2009 FRIT A T T L - U B OARE 200 T, This year, 2009, is the 200t
anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. Hk & $12, U B Ad—FERLRT AV B A
O TVWDH L 9 T9, Inboth the U.S. and Japan, the greatest American is supposed to
be Lincoln. L7 L, FEILERETIE, AIAZTTH 60 T ADIMDE Sz, DL EOKRKHE
WY B TTR, TN TH—FEKTTH, But, during the Civil War in 1861-65, six
hundred thousand white men died in addition to many black people. And can you say the

greatest American is Lincoln?
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WYL ATTEM L CNE L, KFEE LCTEEZE U TOE L, R, Tyiad
MEIB DI EEIT RN EVE Lzl £, Of course he was in agony. He felt responsible
as the President of the U.S. Mr. Bush said last year he was not responsible. U > 77 3K
BTCITN, FELDZADLEM LR ST NTT, oAb L TTHRGZ RS T2 o T2,
LU TERD o7z, 7282 TR L TE, ZOEIFNEHITARV) LRI Lz, ZHi
7 AU BERNBIES L5, Lincoln, a blg boy as he was, could not even kill a small
animal. He wanted to evade the war by all means, but could not. Why? ‘“Divided, the
house cannot stand.” And people agreed with him.

HAZITTEH 60 T ANDREHE N CTEATT X, ZNERET 5721213, ZHUTRDOB 2T
TIFE, ELHY ZODEIIIPINTH Lo 72D TIERWTL X 9%y But, myideais, in
order to avoid the war where so many lives were sacrificed, the U.S. could have been
temporarily divided into two countries. G2 &L < 722 & 1X, FEEOANTZ B b RHR D
{Z&TLX9, Thepeoplein the south will also sooner or later notice slavery is not good.

ZOWVIBELNR, —E T ARFRE, ZUIESDEATINDBDTIIRNTL X
97>, This is the way, this kind of generous or humorous way of solving problems: this is
what kyogen teaches us. ZL)>50 32 150 EDASF, 20094F 1 HIZiE, 7 AU Bz, &
ANDOKFENFA L FE LT7=L, Only a hundred and fifty years from that time, a black
President was born in the U.S. in January of 2009. A DRESITZ A Z2EUZHHRNL T D)
“C9, That’s the way the human history is running. A/ 3—< S A2, VoD 2R DX
THLVWTY, I want President Obama to exceed President Lincoln.

LZAT, BT E TEHEARBE SuvwnFE LR, HEI T4, 1 said directing is very
important. =4 7 AT L, HEIOBWIL [HYOFEOHESEFEICM L TAELZ L) &
NALy MW TWET, For Shakespeare, the purpose of playing was “to hold, ast
were, a mirror up to nature” as Hamlet said. [/~ L v b 2EW-24, BWERY =1 7
AT IFEBIORHMRIZV 2, He was in the period of tragedies in his life when he wrote
Hamlet. N CT > ~—27 FEF/ AL MIZ, “The time is out of joint.” [ Z O OB
ANTWS ] EFHHETWD, So, Hamlet says, “The time is out of joint.”

SDOHAR, 5O, [EIZ% 5 TF, The present Japan and the world are just so. % 9
wo%%®%hhﬁ%t&w9; (2. BARANSZ K DO ADWEE L TR0 27> 72, Most
Japanese did not think so until the last year. 172 UIZ/NFEAD Z A5, 72 A THI O H
RATEA D EBST, AEDONRFIR T E bR oTlz, HFFHEWNWI Z LB HD F LN,
Even as a primary school boy I recognized this world as what a dirty society we live in, and
I hated living. The more so during the war. THIEATE HREENELS 724 9 & o THEda7e )y
-7z, Butl could not kill myself, thinking how sad Mother would feel if I die.
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V7 EDLEDSTZY Db BIRT-BOMR T34, Our society is that of two evil daughters of
King Lear. = OEAEFRTT L, A4y &0 HEI 2 LTFHUIV &9 Egoistic capitalism.
You think only of yourself or your own country. HHHFIHE/=6, T U— FENEEFH L
TIDOFENADBFEDIZE 5 TUD LR T, If you are allowed to compete freely as you
like, the result is clear: the elite, the rich, and the powerful will win. A} 7= NIZIZFE7=F v
VAEBZ N, S O EWEZEIEZSE 2 T, We will give you, losers, another chance,
OK? What an awful, merciless society! FO=—F ¢ — U 7idtEulttE T3 X, The third
daughter, Cordelia, is a welfare society. TH k725, L5 A TT, Ifthey fight, Cordelia
loses. = L CHEIIZ72%, Andsheishanged. ZHBNHEMRT, =272 T7D [V T
EJ] O, This is the present world and the world of Shakespeare’s King Lear =
A7 AETIE, HBIO B INEZH D OF FHEITHL THEIIZOW, ),
Shakespeare says what is expected for the stage is “to hold, as’twere, a mirror up to

nature”.

HRRFROEBIBIT B2 FE 342, Zeamis purpose of playing is different. [FfEIEE] &2
Ry T9,  Ttis “to increase happiness of all people” and spiritual saving. <TDAD,
Z ORI D3, Eh HREHIIEER ek T T,

A H 47 29 HIETEmo B ¢ AR 2OREA H T, Today, the 29% of April, is a national
holiday, the Emperor Showa’s birthday. #2fn 21 =D cHIZ, BEFD TAMES] Y EL
7273, Emperor Showa declared on the first day of 1946, that he is a human being, not a god.
AN E DR ERREZEEINTZOIX, RH. 774 XL L) FEEANT, B TFOFIEH
Bzt 20 F7e S >725TF, The draft of the declaration was first written in
English by Professor R.H. Blyth, an Englishman, who later taught the Crown Prince
Akihito, now Emperor, for twenty years as a private tutor.

DT TA RFEAE, —FENT AV DN, ~r V= TA Tty K Yr—2bnoT
F L7242, Blyth was saying the greatest American is Henry David Thoreau. FA#% 9 A-[#ZK
Do 72O TT M, Talso studied with him for nine years. 2K 2RV T FHIZEWEAT
137200 E S O TF 03, Maybe the second longest student next to the Crown Prince.

Yr—iX, 18484z a— RTililiid L7z TR, Zhdd [THRORRAE & V)T
RITHESIZHEE S, Thoreau gave a lecture at Concord in 1848, and the lecture was later
printed titled “Civil Disobedience” in a magazine. & DFffi & HIEN A REEE DR~/ k
< « BT 4 DIEFITEIN/2 0 . PEEDNS DA 2 RN ZE -, Tts spirit and method
influenced Mahatma Gandhi in India in his non-violence movement, which resulted in
India’s independence from Britain. 45 E1XZN13T A U BITHRASIILT, ~—T (>« b—
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P o F U TEER ORIV IR DARHMEEEN 272 > 7=, Then the idea returned to America
and influenced Martin Luther King, Jr. and black people’s civil rights movement.

Z L CHE, U 7HEINEICH R o - BAKFREDGEAE L7 TF, And this year, a
black U.S. President was born, which Dr. King did not even dream, I suspect. 43—~ X A
WV o BRI TRV ERE S, T expect President Obama will exceed President
Lincoln. A4 DBHRIIARD 2D DBHE, AT O NROTZODEIRTZE WD Z & &, 21 il
OMWFUTTR L TBRLWERE S, T expect him to show the world in the 21st century that the

real government is for the people, for all the people in the world.

[V 7E] oho—FE47tY) 71X, = RH—0 “Ripenessisall.” [HENT~T] &
9. HE2VE$Z &, The most famous line in King Learis Edgar’s “Ripenessis all.” % & %
ZEIFETIES LW & T4, Hownice to get old! fRERNI /=550 5, HEIF it
&9 A7)y, You have had a lot of experience. Now, the problem is how to use it for society.

LBEOMAFRT SN, 80 DL &2, RO ZNETOANERALT, ThnbDONEIH
UL, BODETIEH D FHEAL] EWbil/zA T34, An accomplished actress Haruko
SUGIMURA said when she was eighty, “My life so far will not be numbered compared with
my life from now on.” &R L % L7z, I was deeply impressed by the words.

1912 FZT v v b~ D EIARE 3 TR - 7o KO HT RO R THES AuE, 90 % C L7zh
12 TANEOAEBERITFIORICHY | L EbivE L7z, But at the approximate age of 90,
Yukio OZAKI, Mayor of Tokyo (who sent three thousand young cherry trees to Washington
D.C.in 1912) said, “The real stage of our life is always in the future.” (4 A 2HHIB RA 2>
TRIBROBRIADFEARZTRNDL, HIUT TT MOLEDOFTETT, LOLIZETENSHY L7,
“Exactly, the words were said when OZAKI was seventy-seven”, so later corrected Ms. Fujiko HARA, a
granddaughter of OZAKI. She was present in the theater on the day.)

BEOEARIZ, FIZDHNT 2 TAEKS 72O TT N, JRRFILI N2 b DR D> T, 2EbE
SN TLE o7z, TNTHEL 3 TA, #ROIERFRBRY CRFCETT, BE, %
~72MD7T9, First, two thousand saplings were sent, but some were damaged by harmful
insects and all were burnt up. So, next time, three thousand saplings were carefully
reared at Okitsu Agricultural Station in Shizuoka, and were sent again. FILNHRIED T
¥ FUOR by Z{EREORTT, WA, WBAOBIEAZSHE ST LY ¢ THE L7Z, And
now you see the beautiful Potomac Cherry Blossoms. I saw them on TV in the first week of
April this year.

SE 3FHZD 2012 4FI21E, BERICHFLSEDMTHOND TL X 9. In 2012, three years from
now, a big hundredth anniversary will be held there. SFATREDEA [HE « N b~ 7 B4
EENTHVET, FZAV-SLIIATEEL L9, I am now writing a Noh script to be
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performed there for the celebration. Shall we go together then? (zD#% 1 &°—C {7 £
L DORFH A HEH Y,  Later in the lobby, several people came to the lecturer, saying, “Yes, let’s go
together”.)

2 B OBSIE, b 5Ok o, {0 [ L8k T3, Another performance in today’s Program
is Shimai or short Noh dance from the Noh play Tsuchigumo or Spider Play. Z#ui3tx H

A ROEHT, [RETDBAL] &, KFFRED Tk 37206 M O Iz Biad 5 & v
3 HDTE-7-d 9 TF, This is based on an old Japanese legend or myth about the Yamato
Imperial Government, much like the old English Anglo Saxon epic Beowulf, in which
Beowulf destroys Grendel; so a warrior gets rid of a rebel in the shape of a giant spider. 7
REGEORFFF [~A A7 ] C T o T NV EIRIeT 23T D,

SHIT 3N HVOEWET, 2V IBEIXDOZWVIBERDRELH D LD Z LTI
72 &V, Thisis very short, only a three-minute performance full of acting, very much like a

kabuki scene. This is an example to show there are such Noh plays also.

fe & BT B E AL SN TESITW D LD ICRAET28, BT 17 thidic
BENOAFENTZREDT- £ HTF, Both Noh and Kabuki may look similar in their stylized
movements. But Kabuki is an offspring of Noh, which started in 17t century. i1 C, HE
WG DOFEWNT, BIVYI>TEZIL, BBIZZ Ot EHOMOIGICEID B BT A, BRI
ITH-21EH Z O TF, One big difference between Noh and Kabuki is' Noh is concerned
with this world and the life after death also, while Kabuki is interested in this world only.
FEf DR & ORISR D & 5 NITHED ¥ A 7 ¢4, If you are interested in the next
world or the world of spirits, you are a Noh type of person.

HEADIFEAEDNE, ZOWHRTRT, EESTHD EHEFTHRELZ, Iread in the
statistics that most Chinese believe in this world only. & Z ABBHDA » FTIE 1FEALE
DAN, ZOtH L L3R o & KE)72 L5 U T4 &, While in India, most people believe
in the next world, which for them is more important than this world. S AAZVWH)RTT

7> How about you?

PRI, = A 7 AT BT AAROBRBEZIC IS LT D, = a7 AT ILE
TG ZMIRTRXLEE TS T, VoA 7 AT E2ER L, BAASRERSCHEIR T -
{# L7z, Shoyo TSUBOUCHI, a Japanese Shakespeare translator and novelist said that
Shakespeare resembles Kabuki plays, and he translated all Shakespeare’s plays into
Japanese and presented some of them in kabuki style or shingeki modern style on the

stage.
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HERWAIE, ¥ =A 7 2 TEIDHOEEITMEFDO S O TRAGEIHERTE 20, Loz,
EILTHHAGETRD W EWI 2D, MEFOFEN T 2T HREDREHICEIRZ L b A5
5 &L G 449, 19114F, BN s by b 2R CoOBREOHC [51 B HED] (2E e,
While, Soseki NATSUME, Professor of English and possibly Japan’s greatest modern
novelist, wrote in The Asahi Shimbun after seeing TSUBOUCHIs presentation of Hamlet
in 1911 that Shakespearean verse is unique and cannot be translated into Japanese, but
that it might be interesting if you could adapt it into Noh singing, which is unique.

I+ 70 E OVEEWAD, > =A 7 ZAETBITRBICHE LI O A5 9 &V o mEEIT,
FNFEIZZ DOMEFDOFERNE WD LSO, HOFENRKRT D, L VRHIS L ITRHZR DI
oD TITRVNEZZTNWET, Y= 7 AETEIOW OMTITERE. BB T 50
7 T3, The author of Yume Juya or Ten Nights Dreams, Soseki suggested the possibility of
the Noh adaptation of Shakespeare. I personally suspect he was thinking of not only the
uniqueness of Noh singing style, but its spiritual quality, as being fitted to present spirits
and ghosts which Shakespeare described in some of his plays. FAlLZ. +EIE EFITTN, WK
L) —~YVEE B oz WH B AR T2 A T3, Almost ten years ago, I dreamed a dream
in which Soseki was given a Nobel Prize. FA23E 1L TEA TWHET L7z, I was very happy

in the dream.

EEANEHZO (R VT E] #2122 -> T, AW EEbiuul, iz eoin
HoTeZ &2, OTIERWTL X 975 If you should find today’s Noh King Lear

interesting, it testifies, I suppose, to Soseki’s foresight.

ST, &RIT, BBTEIRBBAST U, Ny =z T 7105 &) ZETT,
Lastly, let me tell you that in Noh performances if the taiko stick-drum begins to play, it
indicates the ending will be happy. 7273722035 & 00 OFHF DX U Ol E TREHIA-> TE E
AN, ADHFR T, KB AU, LH7=H D TT, In Noh King Lear, itis only at
the kiri or the last scene that the taiko joins the Noh orchestra. Its entering is very
significant. = ZNHMN Y A 7 AETIZIEA2W, THE - U 7 E] ME OE5>TJ, And thatis
the scene Shakespeare did not write. ZHLANDE Y 7135 =1 7 AT DHLOTY,
MIFES &V FET A, All other lines are from Shakespeare. Today’s Ai-kyogen or clown

talk between Noh scenes is also mine.

ZNTIE, WO TH L ETET0, AATGRA TE R MR L 2D OEBZRR L AL
S, H#ES X vE L7z, Well, let me remind you : check the words in the script when you

cannot understand what the performers are singing. Thank you.
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