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Seeing Noh: King Lear for the Third Time
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ENDO Hikaru

Abstract: This was the third time for me to see UEDA’s Noh: King Lear ; therefore I had no
more expected to be moved. However, the moment Madame ADACHI as Cordelia appeared
on the stage from the left at Kioi small Hall on April 29th, I tensed up completely, and was
so moved that I could not bear sobbing or crying silently. Madame ADACHI produced her
words so beautifully and so melodiously, calling to the herbs still unknown to humans: “All
blessed secrets, / All you unpublished virtues of the earth, / Spring with my tears!” Whata
touching, what a moving scene in the very beginning of the play! The later scenes were so
pitiful, and so sad, but the most pathetic one for me this time was the kiri (last) scene where
Master ENDO as Lear, holding a karaori -kimono which shows dead Cordelia in his arms,
came out and cried, “Cordelia, Cordelia! Stay a little. Ha!” Then I felt completely relieved
when the ghost of Cordelia appeared, saying “Look up, my lord. Come this way”, and
danced together with the ghost of Lear. I was convinced that sharing the joy of life with
the audience, as Professor UEDA argues as the aim of Noh, was perfectly performed. The
house was full and there were so many people who could not enter there, I wish the play be
repeated every year as long as Madame ADACHI, the eldest female Noh performer of
Japan, and Master ENDO are up and doing.
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