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My Impressions of the Third Public Performance
of Noh: King Lear

N EF
KAWACHI Yoshiko

Abstract. Recently cross-cultural performances of Shakespeare are increasing. This
tendency is desirable because they are helpful for making Shakespeare worldwide
and simultaneously promoting each country’s native culture overseas. Kuniyoshi
Ueda, who studied Noh during his youth, has entertained a lively concern for the
fusion of Shakespeare and Noh, and tried to exploit the possibility of a new drama.
Ueda’s Noh: King Lear is absolutely unique. He came up with various ideas to
change Shakespeare’s text into Noh text. He omitted the first half of the play from
the original, and let a Kyogen actor tell the story of Lear’s life. His play begins with
the scene of a touching reunion between Cordelia and Lear. Reiko Adachi, an old
feminine Noh performer, played movingly the ‘shite’ (leading role). The ‘tsure’
(companion) was Yoshihisa Endo as Lear. According to John F . Danby, to
understand Cordelia is to understand the whole play. Changing Cordelia from a
reflection of divine salvation to that of Buddhist mercy, Ueda succeeded in
developing Shakespearean theme of love and redemption in his Noh play. When
Cordelia’s ghost invited Lear to the next world, the spectators understood Zeami’s
concept of ‘yugen,” quiet, mysterious and profound beauty. In addition, they purified
themselves through the last scene showing the promise of celestial bliss. Noh: King
Lear is the fruit of many years of effort. Ueda appears to have given an affirmative
answer to his own question, “Can I perform Shakespeare’s drama in the style of
Noh?” This play is not Shakespeare's work but Ueda’s “creation.” I believe his
experimental attempt is a valuable contribution to the cultural exchange between

Japan and England.
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