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On an Appreciation of the Noh Play King Lear

Wiz FE
YAMAGATA Kazumi

Abstract: This article aims at elucidation of the motif of this Noh play King Lear by
referring to The Old Testament “The Book of Job”, and of course, Shakespeare’s King
Lear for comparison. The writer surmises, by this way of procedure, Ueda’s work can
open its hidden secrets to the spectators. Ueda has chosen his main motif from around
the end of Shakespeare’ work, which seems to me more than right way in making up
the Noh play out of Shakespeare’s work. This way of saying naturally leads my eye to
“The Book of Job” which provides the consummation of Shakespeare’s King Lear. That
1s to say, starting from “The Book of Job”, going through Shakespeare’s King Lear, we
arrive at Ueda’s work. When looking into minutely this three-fold structure, we can
judge Ueda’s superb dramatic ability, and this work of Ueda’s Noh play exposes its

dramatic power, which is so moving.

Keywords: King Lear, The Old Testament “Book of Job”, Noh play King Lear, allusion,
metaphor, indeterminacy, tragedy, ‘tragedy’ and its relation to Christianity, sub-plot,
God’s justice, Milton, grace of God & redemption, peripeteia, anagnorisis
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