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Abstract: As we have seen in the preceding chapter on The Merchant of Venice, Hubbell
shared with Shakespeare a suppressed anger against the cruelty hidden in this apparently
light-hearted ‘revenge’ comedy. How could he, one may wonder, have placed Titus
Andronicus, one of the cruelest plays by Shakespeare, at the top of the series of his
lectures? He provides us with a unique point of view on Shakespeare’s poetry in the
language of the play, but probably the ending words of this chapter are the key to this

question:

This whole play is a saturnalia of horrors. But horror is a part of life, and is becoming
increasingly so. It seems quaint that anyone who has weathered this mid-century should be
disturbed by Titus Andronicus.

This was written more than fifty years ago, but we learn every day the world is not getting
wiser at all. His writing of this essay emphasizing the play’s poetry coincides with the
epoch-making success of Peter Brooke’s production of Titus Andronicus. It was performed
at the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in Stratford upon Avon in the summer of 1955. The
focus of the discussion here will be on one line Titus utters when he has to face his own
cutoff hand and the heads of his two sons. The beauty and the depth of this single line as
spoken by Laurence Olivier deeply moved the audience and remains a landmark in the

history of this play’s production.

Keywords: Hubbell, Hayashi Shuseki, Shakespeare, Titus Andronicus, Spanish Tragedy,
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(When will this fearful slumber have an end?)
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