Hody—S{hEE—0REBELEMEIE
“Gandhara Art and Bamiyan Site”—a Timely Exhibition

of Harmonized Combination of Cultures

M ’B—
MURAMATSU Shin-ichi

Abstract. The “Gandhara Art and Baniyaa_gif;;_ixhibition was held at the Sh{;u:
oka Prefectural Museum of Art for the early three months of this year. It was
indeed a marvellous exhibition in that it showed a finest example of harmony

and combination of cultures, as well as a rich collection in Japan of Gandhara
sculptural works. The Exhibition was divided into nine parts: Chap.1. Statues of
Buddha, Chap. 2. Bodhisattvas, Chap.3. Preaching Buddha, Chap.4. Biographical re-
liefs of Buddha, Chap.5. Indian and Greek Gods, Chap.6. Stuccos, Chap.7. Dis-
placed cultural property in Afghanistan, Chap.8. Bamiyan site, and Chap.9. Bud-
dhist art in Xinjiang, China. For most visitors, especially admirable were prob-
ably Chapters 1~6. A typical statue of Buddha is nearly life-sized with a mus-
tached, clear-cut face in Greek style; one representative piece of Bodhisattva
with crossed legs realy gives the impression of a princely young man aspiring to
enlightenment. Among biographical reliefs of Buddha, those of Temptation and of
the First Sermon show a fine touch of realism, and one head of Buddha in stucco
may be said a Buddha beautiful in meditation. As a whole, these sculptural works
strike us as rather modern, not so archaic, representing Buddhism and Hellenism

in finely harmonized combination.

Aeywords. The Shizuoka Prefectural Museum of Art, Gandhara arfuﬁnd Bamiyan site,
Statues of Buddha, Bodhisattvas, Preaching Buddha, Biographical reliefs, Stucco,
Buddhism and Hellenism.
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