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Ogawa Kunio and William Faulkner

aH FF
ISHII Yoko

Abstract: OGAWA Kunio [1927-12—2008-4], a Christian writer who represented the
literature world in Japan, was born in Fujieda City, Shizuoka Prefecture and died
there in 2008. William Faulkner [1897—1962) was a writer who represented the
literature world in the United States of the 20th century and was awarded the Nobel
Literature Prize. Both in OGAWA Kunio’s and William Faulkner’s works
fundamentally ‘exist’ the Old Testament and the New Testament, but their works are
quite different from each other. OGAWA’s works were much influenced by Faulkner’s.
OGAWA’s essay, “The Hunter of Passion” (1974) is indeed a notable comment on
Faulkner; it is attached to William Faulkner’s Complete Works Vol. 6: As I Lay Dying
published by the Fuzambo in Japan. There is also OGAWA’s essay written in 1980
titled “The Letter”; it is contained in Complete Works Vol. 3: Literature and the United
States published by the Nan’un-do in Japan, compiled by Prof. OHASHI Kenzaburo
60th Anniversary Commemoration Theses Publication Committee. The present
writer also noticed OGAWA'’s four other essays. His Look at the Hometown published
by the Shizuoka Shimbun in 2007 is a portrait of himself as a devout Christian writer.
It was expected that he would write more novels and essays for his great number of
admirers, but unexpectedly, OGAWA Kunio passed away (returned to heaven ) on April
8, 2008. His Christian name was Augustine. The present writer prays for the

peace of his soul.

Keywords: OGAWA Kunio, William Faulkner, the Old Testament, the New Testament,
“The Hunter of Passion”, As I Lay Dying, “The Letter”, Literature and the United
States, OHASHI Kenzaburo, Look at the hometown, Christian name: Augustine
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I have read almost everything Bill ever wrote. I liked all of it, some better
than others, personal favorites that seemed better written than others. A great
many people, I think, try to read too much into Bill’s writings. It simply is not there
nor was it intended to be. If they would read him for the stories he was telling they
would realize what a good storyteller Bill was. 8
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Jewel and I come up from the field, following the path in single file.
Although I am fifteen feet ahead of him, anyone watching us from the cottonhouse
can see Jewel’s frayed and broken straw hat a full head above my own. 12
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