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Paul EImer More, “LAFCADIO HEARN”
Translated into Japanese by MURAMATSU Shin-ichi
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Abstract: The New Humanism in America in the early 20th century has almost been
obliterated today. Yet the following essay on Lafcadio Hearn by Paul Elmer More
(1864-1937), one of the leading critics of the movement, is unprejudiced, penetrating
and sympathetic, in a wide perspective of the East and the West, with a good
knowledge of Sanscrit and Hindu philosophy. More points out first Hearn’s
self-restrained and suggestive style, quite suited for arguing a power of
after-suggestion in Japanese poetry; second, as to the substance of his writing, the
most extraordinary achievements of his art. More writes: “He proclaims his
mysteries at the meeting of three ways. To the religious instinct of India, --Buddhism
in particular, --which history has engrafted on the aesthetic sense of Japan, Mr. Hearn
brings the interpreting spirit of occidental science; and these three traditions (Hindu,
Japanese, and European) are fused by the peculiar sympathies of his mind into one
rich and novel compound, --a compound so rare as to have introduced into literature a
psychological sensation unknown before. More than any other recent author, he has
added a new thrill to our intellectual experience.” The remarkable thing is that More
quotes “Ingwa-banashi” as a typical example of the new feeling of the weird, and that,
in the latter part of his essay, calls attention to that enormous past of our being, “the
Sea of Death and Birth”, out of which answers within us some eddying immeasurable

of ancient pleasure and pain. (“At Yaidzu”, Pt. IV)

Keywords: Lafcadio Hearn, P. E. More, after-suggestion, religious instinct
of India, aesthetic sense of Japan, Occidental science, psychological sensation,
the weird,
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