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On Education for a Beautiful Country:
Answering to Prime Minister Mr. Abe

tH #$E
UEDA Kuniyoshi

Abstract: Premier Shinzo ABE, in his book Utsukushii Kuni-e (Toward a Beautiful
Country, July, 2006), declared that he is a fighting politician and he would change The
Constitution of Japan and The Fundamental Law on Education as they were made under
the rule of the Allied Powers soon after the World War II. His main motive of changing
the Constitution is rewriting Article 9 concerning the abandonment of military powers,
accepting the requests of U. S. government, so that Japan is allowed to possess the
military forces and use the right of collective self-defense as well as be able to send them
overseas as PKO which is now prohibited by the article. This essay discusses Mr. Abe’s
ideas relating to what a beautiful country means and what true education should be,
criticizing his nationalistic political ideas following President Bush’s foreign policies
depending on military powers, which have proved to be failures in Iraq. The writer,
referring to Abraham Lincoln’s words: “In the present civil war it is quite possible that
God’s will is different from the purpose of either party” (“‘Meditation on the Will of God”
September 1862), and Henry Thoreau’s “I have never quarreled with God” uttered on his
death-bed, and R.H. Blyth’s: “the great-souledness, the ideal man towards whom we
must consciously strive and from whom a good society is unconsciously created”,
concludes that Mr. Abe should hold the spirit of the “Peace Constitution” and also
establish diplomatic relations with North Korea that would lead to the disappearance of
threat of nuclear wars with one result being that the Japanese students will study hard

to contribute to the peace and happiness of all people in the world.

Key words: Premier Shinzo ABE, a beautiful country, “Peace Constitution of Japan”,
Article 9, Abraham Lincoln, Henry Thoreau, R.H. Blyth, peace and happiness education,
life together with nature
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