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R.H. Blyth’s View on Haiku: Issa and Shiki

ERMATF - LEPE R

Translated into Japanese by
UJIIE Hyouko and UEDA Kuniyoshi i

Abstract: KOBAYASHI Issa is the third among the four great Haiku poets Blyth dealt with.
He says Issa is the poet of destiny and has something of Shakespearean quality. He
asserts that Issa is like Heine, in that he has the power of saying lightly and humorously
what others have only been able to say in the grand manner. Blyth emphasizes that Issa,
like Basho, imitates no one, and that their lives are their own. Blyth’s criticism of Issa
leaves something to be desired. His remarks, however, are worth noticing. Blyth’s
comments on the fourth MASAOKA Shiki: Shiki rather depreciated Basho and affirmed
the superiority of Buson. When we read his haiku, Blyth says, we are struck with a large
number of excellent, perfect haiku which he wrote. Shiki was a great believer in nature.
He is not in touch with much that is human. Shiki takes haiku back to Buson; he sees
things under the aspect of beauty. Then Blyth concludes that Shiki affirms in theory and

practice that we must follow nature, in its outward manifestations.
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Kome maku mo tsumi zoyo tori wa keriau zoyo
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Scattering rice,-
This also is a sin,
The fouls kicking one another!
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Nomi-domo mo yonaga darou zo sabishi karo

For you fleas too,
The night must be long,
It must be lonely.
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Yo no naka wa ine karu koro ka kusa no io

My thatched hut;
In the world outside
It is harvest time?
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When I die, it is needless to advertise the funeral etc.

The house is small and the street narrow, and if twenty or

thirty people crowd in, the coffin won’t be able to move.

Whatever sect the funeral service may be held by, funeral

speeches and reading accounts of my life are unnecessary.

A posthumous Buddhist name I don’t want— nor a tomb-

stone made of a natural stone. It is not necessary to hold

a wake before the coffin. If a wake is held, do it in turns.

No crocodile tears, please; do it in the ordinary way.
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—HIEL BRIV EA [
Hitotsu-ya ni yujo mo netari hagi to tsuki
Lodging in one inn,
Together with courtesans;
Lespedeza flowers and the moon. Basho
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Hototogisu akatsuki kasa wo kawase keri

A Courtezan Enclosure.
A hototogisu sings;
In the dawn,
I am made to buy an umbrella. Kikaku
(RSB ETE LT, B bIRA 9 LW OBITHTH D, IThh W
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Wakatake ya hashimoto no yujo ariya nashi

Young bamboos;
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Courtezans of Hashimoto,
Not there still? Buson
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Kogarashi ya niju-shi-mon no yujo goya

The autumn storm;
A prostitute shack,
At 24 cents a time. Issa
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Funatsukino chisaki kuruwaya wata no hana

Near the boat-landing;
A small licensed enclosure;
Cotton-plant flowers. Shiki
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i R.H. Blyth, “Issa”, “Shiki”, HAIKU Vol. 1 Eastern Culture, Hokuseido, 1949
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