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Visionary Image of Hemingway’s War Injury Experience
——A Moment to Become Aware of the Essence of Wisdom——

€H A
KANAT Osamu

Abstract: This article considers Hemingway’s visionary images of his war injury

experience. At the Italian front during World War I , Hemingway was seriously
wounded and he felt “my soul came into my mouth.” This is called out-of-body
experience, which is characteristic of the near-death experience. This paper examined

what he meant by those words and how the experience influenced his later works.

Keywords: Hemingway, war injury experience, visionary image, out-of- body
experience, near-death experience.
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then there was flash, as when a blast-furnace door is swung open, and roar

that started white and went red and on in a rushing wind. I tried to breathe but
my breath would not come and I felt myself rush bodily out of myself and out and
out and out and all the time bodily in the wind. 2
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“It was like the blast from a furnace. There was a deafening roar My knee felt
warm and sticky. I was covered with blood, my blood and that of the Italian. I tried
to breathe and I couldn’t.”?

[HIVTIEIIF N OEBRAE X H L CE 7ok 9 R LT, ENs B2 8T 5
EIMHEICHENT, BOHT0IZ, EEDPWVEEONTZ S O Uiz, 1F I
FHIUCT2 - TIATE, U, E e, HOA XU T Ioimiz 7, %L
Ko bTERNoT, 10

TR# L S]] COAGHIE LB L THL L, WRIRA A= TH L TGN
SERENE X H L C&7- X 57 (as when a blast-furnace) &5 ¥#iE, Z D~
77 A RNDFES (It was like the blast from a furnace) L IZIER L THDH, T TE
Il otomE NI b NIV T T = AITRD K SRR B,

That fearful sensation of having the wind knocked out, as if by a blow to the
solar plexus, has been described many times in many ways, but if I had then
known about the legendary Persian character named Hajji Baba I would have
hand a parallel in Hajji’s graphic expression “ my soul came into my mouth.”1 1

NESBH LHDOENY « SANENS BRIy A\DOZ ExFo>TWeh, %
DELZ LWRBD N7 D2 Bo72A 51 R, TV RERALE, Thidi—

— “ROBBROOHIZFRRH L TE") B, ~I 7 oA 1372 ) ORBLCTHIRIC

ZoBH AT LT NT, NECETCRMELTLEST, BOIFFEATLEATE LA

STz, FEENIEE -T2 b, FEATEBRRIEA S, TH, ENNLIFENRRS> TE T,

FESIFAEER SO X 12

ZDOEICAI T T 2 ANE BRI N T - NN ) LTy NORBLZED T IFL
DOBNADOFITROH L TE 7] (my soul came into my mouth) & V9 ZJAEES 72 R A3

_26_



G NI VT = A OWMERBRIZ I 5 SBHIA A=

ABRIC D >To v, ZOLERRRIIL, HATICL > THUHIRVWEREETLHZ LI
Vo<, i \:®mﬁ%@%ﬁ%%%ﬁwé&\_ﬁ B2 WIEBENE 5 @mww
B ZLHERLTWS EEDbNDNLTHD, WF., 20X RIUTERR. D0
WEB DRI EER (The outside the body secession) & 7>, I{REEAE (An astral projection)
70 & LIEEN., BESEIRER (near-death experience)fIZ R HNDFHERBETHLH S, WL
PRBR LAy IS DWW TILAEREIE, THRZEMRER - £ 13 THWAICIRD & HITER L T D,

FERAEARER &\ 9 DX, FHERORK R & TRIZD o T2 A0S, WRIC— A2 B TE®
FELIZEXICEEDS. REERA ATV TH D, O E R, BIEMOF 240
7=, BORENSHRITH L, AT ANCHE T2 WoTz, —#HOI@D /R 2 —
N AH14

NIV =ADEED, L TEREZ K72 L EI2, THAAOHPITROH L TE
7ol LWV O IRERZ LTV T, BRFEARBRIZ I T 5 il 2 — NI 5T DO TH D, S HIZ,
NI VT 2 AL DBRDOKRIUTHONT, RO LI ITHFE-> TN D,

“I went out fast and thought I was dead. When you have no breath, you're dead.

Then I was able to breath again and I was back.”1 5
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I myself did not want to sleep because I had been living for long time with the
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knowledge that if I ever shut my eyes in the dark and let myself go, my soul would
go out of my body. I had been that way for long time, ever since I had been blown
up at night and felt it go out of me and go off and then come back.! 8
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“I'm going to die,” she said ; then waited and said, “I hate it. ” (%)
Then a little later, “ 'm not afraid. I just hateit. ” 23
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