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A History of Women’s Noh —On Its Early Stage—

BETATF
MIYANISHI Naoko

Abstract: Why were women ignored in the history of Noh? Why is Noh supposed to be
an art of men? Is it because of the leadership of men, the teachings of Confucianism,
the feudal system, or other historical reasons? This paper surveyed the reasons
concerning the following items: (O The origin of Noh. @Women’s role in its beginning.
@ The history of Japanese theatre arts until the Kamakura era. @The dawn of
women’s Noh. ®The appearance of Kan’ami. ®The increasing popularity of women’s
Noh. @Completion of Noh by Zeami. Women have been involved in Noh since the
time of its inception 650 years ago in the days of Kan’ami & Zeami. But they have not
been treated properly in its history. There have been profound relationships between
Noh and women. The contribution of women to Noh in its early stages has been

ignored in Noh history.

Keywords: Women’s Noh, Shamanism, beginning of Noh, feminism ., gender,
Kan’ami & Zeami, Women’s liberation
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