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The Influence of Kangaku for English Acquisition in

the Early Meiji Era :

From the Angle of Cognitive Science

*E BE-
AKAISHI  Keiichi

Abstract: Kangaku (the study of Chinese classics) had been pointed out as
one of the factors for proficiency in English in the early Meiji era. Kangaku
was a principal subject for Samurai in the Edo era. Almost all students of
the Sapporo Agricultural College, who were born in the end of the period,
learned Sodoku (an element of Kangaku) during their childhood as
Samurai. Considering that the Japanese language was formed by
combining Chinese and Wago (the original Japanese before Chinese
introduced), the practice of reading Kanbun (written Chinese) in Japanese
involves dual cognitive functions linguistically. As a result, Kangaku
developed learner’s cognitive/academic language proficiency and also

encouraged their literacy in English.
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