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R. W. Emerson’s Influence as Seen in Henry Thoreau

A IEkft
YAMADA Masao

Abstract: From the viewpoint of Emerson’s influence, I tried to clarify that Henry
Thoreau completed his self-realization by doing his own practical philosophy, and
developing uniqueness through using his ability of invention. The most important
matter is that he practiced an experimental life by the shore of Walden Pond in order
to confirm his knowledge. He studied Emerson’s concepts of Over-Soul and
Self-Reliance, as well as Upanishad philosophy, Platonism, Neo Platonism and
English-German Idealism. Gathering these facts together, I concluded that Thoreau
succeeded in developing his own thought being independent from Emerson’s thought.
Thus, I clarified that Thoreau realized his dream to be a professional writer who was

different from Emerson.
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A man contains all that is needful to his government within himself. He is
made a law unto himself. All real good or evil that can befall him must be
from himself.... The purpose of life seems to be to acquaint a man with
himself. He is not to live to the future as described to him but to live to the
real future by living to the real present. The highest revelation is that God is
in every man. @
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This is a delicious evening, when the whole body is one sense, and imbibes
delight through every pore. I go and come with a strange liberty in Nature, a

part of herself. As I walk along the stony shore of the pond in my shirt-sleeves,
though it 1s cool as well as cloudy and windy, and I see nothing special to
attract me, all the elements are unusually congenial to me. ...the note of the
whip-poor-will is borne on the rippling wind from over the water. Sympathy
with the fluttering alder and poplar leaves almost takes away my breath; vet,
like the lake, my serenity is rippled bud not ruffled.
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In the woods, we return to reason and faith. There I feel that nothing befall
me in life, — no disgrace, no calamity (leaving me my eyes), which nature
cannot repair. Standing on the bare ground, — my head bathed by the blithe
air and uplifted into infinite space,— all mean egotism vanishes. I become a

transparent eyeball; I am nothing; I see all; the currents of the Universal

Being circulate through me; I am part or parcel of God. @
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I learned this, at least, by my experiment; that if one advances confidently in
the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has
imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours. @
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