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Ibsen Living in the 21st Century
—Noh Adaptation of A Doll’s House, or Nora—

tH =
UEDA Kuniyoshi

Abstract: Commemorating the 100t anniversary of Japan Norway Friendship Treaty
in 2005, Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House was adapted into a Noh play by the present
writer and premiered in Tokyo, directed by him and Mitsuya MORI, an Ibsen scholar of
Japan. Then the company with Reijiro TSUMURA (Kanze school) as shite toured
Skien, Ibsen’s birthplace, and Bergen in Norway, as well as Stockholm and London.
Its popular response and favorable criticisms as seen in the newspaper reviews of

Europe (cf. URL: http://atlantic.gssc.nihon-u.ac.jp/~ueda), requesting its repetition for

the 100th anniversary of Ibsen’s death in 2006, may be attributed to the unexpected
adaptation, in the combination of Western and Japanese Noh styles, without any
drastic change of the sequence or speeches of the original play. The present writer, as
the conclusion of his study of Ibsen’s later works, wrote his first script of Noh- Nora, or
Double Nora, intending it to be an ideal Noh play to give the audience a key to resolve
Ibsen’s lifelong and most difficult problem of man and wife, which, however, missed the
chance of staging. It reflects Ibsen’s last play, When We Dead Wake in its symbolic
techniques of presentation and futuristic spirituality, which are the characteristics of

Noh plays.
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