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A Study of Baigan ISHIDA’s Tohimondou
The Relation between his Beliefs and a Moral Education

in Modern Preschool and Elementary School -

HIRATA Chiaki

Abstract: Around 1730 Baigan ISHIDA 1685 1744 , the first advocate
of “ Sekimonshingaku” , the study of commercial morality, believers of which
have a high standard of morality, preached that merchants should lead moral
lives. ISHIDA preached about his firm belief that profits earned by the
merchant class should be spent on the weak, in order to build a better society.
He also encouraged the lower classes to value education, courage,
independence, to have patience in adversity, and to be advocates for those
weaker than themselves. He believed that studying Shintoism, Confucianism
and Buddhism would give people a good sense of morality. The five constant
virtues and the five human relationships are Chinese ancient virtues.
The five constant virtues involve humanity, loyalty, courtesy, wisdom and
belief. The five human relationships involve the devotion of a parent,
loyalty, distinction of sex, respect for old age and friendship. If people live in
the spirit ,community life will go smoothly, because showing loyalty to others
and filial piety, as well as unselfishness, righteousness, diligence and caring
for others are fundamental to that spirit. A moral education is also very
important. Since a sense of morality can only be easily attained at a very early
age, it is best taught in preschool and elementary school. ISHIDA's beliefs are
best attained through a moral education.
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