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The Role of Doboshu in Medieval Culture of Japan

KAJl Akemi

Abstract: In the Muromachi period, specialists would decorate a drawing room with
articles imported from China, to befit the purpose of a get-together and its participants, and
also to suit the season. The specialists were called doboshu, or unofficial artistic advisors,
and they served a shogun in the realms of entertainment, the tea ceremony and
miscellaneous affairs. Families that inherited the shogunate owned many imported items.
A sophisticated method of decorating a Japanese-style room would be worked out by the
doboshu, who served successive shoguns. Doboshu could serve a person in power;
someone who was normally unapproachable due to seclusion from the world. Doboshu
never appeared on history’s center stage, but they played an important, albeit obscure role
in supporting Muromachi culture.
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