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Abstract: John Keats was inspired by a story from Boccaccio and wrote
“Isabella” as an original work of his own. A story from the New Testament,
Salome, also fascinated many artists and writers at the time and was impetus
for numerous masterpieces including performing arts and paintings. Why
were people so interested in these kinds of rather grotesque stories involving
the severed heads of lovers? This paper addresses the attractiveness of
“Isabella” and Salome, and also discusses the nature of love, madness and
death that lurks within human beings, which are recurring themes in their
engaging notes.
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Her lute-string gave an echo of his name, (st. 2, 1. 15)

“O may | never see another night,

Lorenzo, if thy lips breathe not love’s tune.” — (st. 4. 11. 29f)

She, to her chamber gone, a ditty fair
Sang, of delicious love and honey'd dart; (st. 10, 11 77f.)

And as he to the court-yard pass'd along,
Each third step did he pause, and listen'd oft
If he could hear his lady’s matin-song,
Or the light whisper of her footstep soft;
And as he thus over his passion hung,
He heard a laugh full musical aloft;
When, looking up, he saw her features bright

Smile through an in-door lattice, all delight. (st. 25)

‘l am a shadow now, alas! alas!
Upon the skirts of human-nature dwelling

Alone: I chant alone the holy mass,
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While little sounds of life are round me knelling,
And glossy bees at noon do fieldward pass,

And many a chapel bell the hour is telling,
Paining me through: those sounds grow strange to me,

And thou art distant in Humanity. (st. 39)

25

Keats

“Isabella”
“Isabella”

51

In anxious secrecy they took it home,

And then the prize was all for Isabel:
She calm’d its wild hair with a golden comb,

And all around each eye’s sepulchral cell
Pointed each fringed lash; the smeared loam

With tears, as chilly as a dripping well,
She drench’d away: - and still she comb'd and kept

Sighing all day — and still she kiss'd, and wept. (st. 51)
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Keats Boccaccio Isabella

Isabella

“Isabella” Keats

With duller steel than the Persean sword
They cut away no formless monster’s head,
But one, whose gentleness did well accord
With death, as life. The ancient harps have said,
Love never dies, but lives, immoral Lord:
If love impersonate was ever dead,
Pale Isabella kiss'd it, and low moan'd.

‘Twas love; cold, - dead indeed, but not dethroned. (st. 50)
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