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1854
The Origin of Walden

YAMADA Masao

Abstract:  Although negative views about the relationship between
Thoreau and ancient Hindu thought might be seen, | tried to clarify that his
experiences and recognitions described in his masterpiece Walden (1854)
originated in Upanishad philosophy, i.e., The Laws of Menu. In fact, he was
deeply impressed by The Laws of of Menu, Bhagavadgita, Vedas in 1841 and
1842. And from July 4, 1845 to September 6, 1847, his practices such as living
alone by the shore of Walden Pond, being lost in meditation for a long time in
front of the door of his hut, and bathing in the pond in the early morning in
the summer are based on the theory of The Laws of Menu. More precisely, it
was at least two years after his publication of “The Scriptures of Nations”
including The Laws of Menu in the Dial (1843) that he practiced those actions
not only as religious ceremony but also as a search for the most valuable
meaning in everyday life. Finally, through the influence of The Laws of Menu,
his view of nature developed into religious belief and ideas of natural
conservation.
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